
   

 

   

 

Moorside Primary School and Nursery RE 5 Finger Facts 

Year 1 

Autumn 1 – Our 
Wonderful World 

Autumn 2 – Why do 
Christians give gifts at 
Christmas? 

Spring 1 – Special Books Spring 2 – What did 
Jesus Teach Us? 

Summer 1 – What do 
Hindus celebrate? 

Summer 2 – What do 
Muslims celebrate? 

1. Christians, Muslims and Jews 
believe that their God created the 
world. 
2. Hindus believe Brahma, Vishnu 
and Shiva created parts of the 
world. 
3. Some people believe in Heaven 
and the afterlife. 
4. Many people imagine that 
Heaven is a perfect world or a 
paradise. 
5. Different religions have 
different beliefs about how 
plants, animals and people were 
created. 
 
Vocab and definition 
God – A special being that many 
people believe made the world 
and looks after us. 
Creation – When something is 
made for the first time, like the 
world. 
Religion – A group of people who 
share the same special beliefs 
about God and how to live. 
Belief – Something a person 
thinks is true, even if others don’t 
agree. 
Heaven – A place some people 
believe is happy and peaceful, 
where you go after you die. 

1. Christians believe that Christmas is a 
time to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
2. Christians give gifts to symbolise the 
gift of Jesus from God. 
3. The story of Christmas includes the 
Wise Men who brought him gifts. 
4. Not all presents can be wrapped and 
sometimes the best presents are 
invisible.  
5. At Christmas, people are reminded 
of all the good things they have and 
that giving gifts is a way to share their 
blessings.  
 
Vocab and definition 
Christmas – A special day when 
Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
Jesus – A very important person to 
Christians who they believe is God’s 
Son. 
Christian – A person who believes in 
Jesus and follows his teachings. 
Gift – Something you give to someone 
to show love or kindness. 
Blessings – The good and special 
things in your life that you are thankful 
for. 

1. I know that different religions 
have different special books. 
2. I know the Bible is special to 
Christians and it is split into the New 
and Old Testament.  
3. I know the Torah is the Jewish 
special book and was given to them 
by God. 
4. I know the Quran is the Muslim 
holy book and they believe it is the 
Word of God. 
5. The way special books are stored 
and treated shows how special they 
are.  
 
Vocab and definition 
Bible – The special book for 
Christians that tells stories about 
God and Jesus. 
Torah – The special book for Jewish 
people that teaches them how to 
live. 
Quran – The holy book for Muslims 
that they believe has God’s words. 
Holy – Something very special and 
important in a religion. 
Respect – Being kind and careful 
with something because it is 
important. 

1. Christians believe Jesus is the Son 
of God.  
2. Christians believe Jesus taught 
the parable of the lost son to show 
that God rejoices when people 
come back to him. 
3. In the parable of the Good 
Samaritan, Jesus teaches us to love 
everyone as we love ourselves.  
4. Jesus gave speeches called 
sermons to teach people.  
5. Christians believe Jesus didn’t just 
tell people how they should behave 
but he showed them.  
 
Vocab and definition 
Parable t 
Sermon – A talk Jesus gave to help 
people learn how to live kindly and 
wisely. 
Love – Caring about others and 
being kind to everyone, just like 
Jesus taught. 
Son of God – A special title that 
shows Jesus is very important to 
Christians. 
Good Samaritan – A name for 
someone who helps others, even if 
they are different. 

1. Hindu children have special 
celebrations as they grow up called 
samskaras. 
2. Hindu weddings are full of 
colourful clothes, special promises 
and happy traditions. 
3. Diwali is a festival with lights that 
celebrates the story of Rama and 
Sita. 
4. Raksha Bandhan is a festival 
where brothers and sisters show 
they care for each other. 
5. Ganesh Chaturthi is the birthday 
party of Ganesh, the elephant-
headed god.  
 
Vocab and definition 
Samskaras – Special celebrations 
that Hindu children have as they 
grow up. 
Festival – A happy time when 
people celebrate something 
important. 
Diwali – A festival of lights that 
celebrates a special story in 
Hinduism. 
Raksha Bandhan – A festival where 
brothers and sisters show they care 
for each other. 
Ganesh – A Hindu god with an 
elephant head who has a special 
birthday celebration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Muslims celebrate the Islamic 
New Year quietly by reading, 
praying and thinking about Prophet 
Muhammad’s journey to safety. 
2. Day of Ashura is a day of fasting 
when Muslims think about people 
that are important in their religion.  
3. Mawlid al-Nabi is the birthday of 
the Prophet Muhammad where 
stories are told about his life.  
4. Ramadan is a period of fasting 
that ends with Eid ul Fitr. 
5. Hajj is a special pilgrimage to 
Mecca all Muslims are meant to go 
on before they die.  
 
Vocab and definition 
Muslim – A person who follows the 
religion of Islam. 
Prophet – A special person who tells 
others about God. 
Fasting – Not eating food for a time 
to show faith or respect. 
Ramadan – A special month when 
Muslims fast and pray. 
Pilgrimage – A special journey to a 
holy place, like Mecca. 



   

 

   

 

Year 2 

Autumn 1 - Leaders 
and Teachers 

Autumn 2 – Christmas 
Celebrations 

Spring 1 – Who was 
Buddha? 

Spring 2 – Why is the 
Torah special? 

Summer 1 – Christian 
Rites of Passage 

Summer 2 – What do 
Sikhs believe? 

1. Many religious leaders have 
the responsibility to teach people 
about their religion. 
2. Gobind Singh was a warrior 
and the last great leader who 
helped create Sikhism. 
3. The Dalai Lama is the leader of 
Buddhism and the Pope is the 
leader of the Catholic Church.  
4. Religious leaders like the 
Archbishop of Canterbury try to 
help lots of people. 
5. Religious leaders work with 
other religions and world leaders 
to spread messages of peace.  
 
Vocab and definition 
Religious leader – A person who 
helps teach and guide people in 
their religion. 
Sikhism – A religion started with 
the help of a leader called Gobind 
Singh. 
Dalai Lama – The leader of 
Buddhism who helps teach 
kindness and peace. 
Pope – The leader of the Catholic 
Church who looks after many 
people’s faith. 
Peace – When people are calm 
and kind to each other, without 
fighting. 
 
 

1. At Christmas time, there are special 
services in church where they read the 
story of Jesus’ birth from the Bible, 
sing carols and pray. 
2. During advent candles are lit in 
church to symbolise the light Jesus 
brought to the world.  
3. A star or an angel on the top of the 
Christmas tree reminds Christians of 
the star that appeared to the kings and 
the angel who appeared to the 
shepherds.  
4. Christians around the world 
celebrate Christmas in different ways. 
5. Many people believe that one of the 
best things about celebrations is that 
they bring people together.   
 
Vocab and definition 
Advent – The time before Christmas 
when Christians get ready to celebrate 
Jesus’ birth. 
Carols – Special songs sung at 
Christmas to tell the story and 
celebrate. 
Candle – A light that is often used in 
church to show hope and Jesus’ light. 
Angel – A special messenger from God 
who appears in the Christmas story. 
Celebrate – To do special things to 
show happiness and remember 
important events. 

1. Buddhism started over 2,500 
years ago in India. 
2. Siddhartha Gautama became 
known as the Buddha meaning ‘the 
awakened one’, who taught others 
how to end suffering. 
3. Buddha shared parables to teach 
important messages. 
4. Buddha taught Buddhists eight 
ways to live their life. 
5. Vesak (Buddha’s birthday) is an 
important festival for Buddhists 
where they make vows to live their 
lives in a kind and noble way. 
 
Vocab and definition 
Buddhism – A religion that started a 
long time ago in India. 
Buddha – A special teacher who 
showed people how to be kind and 
happy. 
Vows – Promises people make to 
live in a good way. 
Suffering – When people feel pain 
or sadness, and Buddhism teaches 
how to end this. 
Teacher – Someone who helps 
others learn important things. 
 

1. The Jewish place of worship is 
called a synagogue where rabbis 
read from a holy book called a 
Torah. 
2. Moses is an important man for 
Jews because he first wrote down 
the Torah. 
3. There are 10 commandments 
which are rules that God wanted 
Jews to obey given to Moses on 
Mount Sinai. 
4. The Torah teaches Jews about 
God and how He wants people to 
behave. 
5. The Torah includes stories and 
613 rules to help Jews live a good 
life.  
 
Vocab and definition 
Synagogue – The special place 
where Jewish people go to worship 
and pray. 
Rabbi – A Jewish teacher who helps 
people learn from the Torah. 
Commandments – Rules God gave 
to help people live the right way. 
Mount Sinai – The mountain where 
Moses received the 10 
commandments from God. 
Moses – An important leader who 
helped Jewish people and talked to 
God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. A rite of passage is an event that 
marks an important stage in 
someone’s life.  
2. Baptism is a Christian ceremony 
in church, where people are 
welcomed into the family of God. 
3. A Holy Communion is receiving 
Jesus Christ in the ceremony of 
bread and wine, representing the 
body and blood of Christ, for the 
first time in a church. 
4. A Christian marriage ceremony is 
an event in church where two 
people agree to spend their lives 
together.  
5. When a Christian person dies a 
funeral ceremony is held in church 
as their final rite of passage.  
 
Vocab and definition 
Rite of passage – A special event 
that shows someone is moving to a 
new stage in life. 
Baptism – A Christian ceremony 
where someone is welcomed into 
God’s family. 
Holy Communion – A Christian 
ceremony where people share 
bread and wine to remember Jesus. 
Marriage – A ceremony where two 
people promise to live together as a 
family. 
Funeral – A ceremony to remember 
and say goodbye to someone who 
has died. 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Sikhism was founded by Guru 
Nanak 500 years ago and focuses on 
core beliefs.  
2. Sikhs believe that all human 
beings should be treated equally 
and that God should be 
remembered at all time.  
3. Sikhs meditate to help focus their 
minds on God. 
4. Sikhs believe that everyone 
should work hard and live honestly.  
5. Sikhs believe people should share 
so everyone has what they need.  
 
Vocab and definition 
Guru Nanak – The first teacher and 
founder of Sikhism. 
Meditate – To quietly think or pray 
to help focus on God. 
Equality – Believing everyone 
should be treated the same and 
fairly. 
Share – To give some of what you 
have to help others. 
Community – A group of people 
who live and work together and 
help each other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 

   

 

Year 3 

Autumn 1 – Diwali  Autumn 2 – Signs and 
Symbols 

Spring 1 – What do we 
know about Jesus? 

Spring 2 – Jewish 
Celebrations 

Summer 1 – What is the 
Bible and why is it 
important for Christians? 

Summer 2 – Islamic Rites of 
Passage 

1.Diwali celebrates the story of 
Rama and Sita where good 
conquers evil.  
2. To prepare for Diwali, Hindus 
make sure their house is very 
clean, they do all the laundry and 
buy new clothes and jewels for 
everyone in the house.  
3. Hindus send cards to friends 
and family sharing their thoughts 
and good wishes.  
4. Rangoli patterns are created on 
the floor to welcome the goddess 
Lakshmi and to ward off evil 
spirits.  
5. Hindus put Diyas on their 
windowsills during Diwali to 
remind them of the power of 
good over evil. 
 
Vocab and definition 
Diwali – A special Hindu festival 
that celebrates light, good 
winning over evil, and the story 
of Rama and Sita. 
Goddess – A female god. In 
Diwali, Hindus welcome the 
goddess Lakshmi, who brings 
good luck. 
Rangoli – Bright and colourful 
patterns made on the floor to 
decorate homes and bring good 
luck. 
Diyas – Small oil lamps made of 
clay that are lit during Diwali to 
show light beating darkness. 
Celebrate – To do something 
special, like a party or tradition, 
to remember an important time 
or event. 

1. Signs have a clear meaning, often 
given an instruction, whereas symbols 
hold a deeper meaning.  
2. Jewish people celebrate Passover 
with a Seder plate, where each food 
item symbolises something from the 
Passover story.  
3. An example of a Christian metaphor 
is God being referred to as a ‘rock’ to 
symbolise his reliability.  
4. in different religious, there are 
different beliefs about God or Gods 
and how they are symbolised. (For 
example, Muslims consider God to be 
beyond image).  
5. Symbols found in a Christian church 
include a cross (to symbolise Jesus’ 
crucifixion before resurrection) and a 
dove (to symbolise peace.  
 
Vocab and definition 
Sign – A picture or word that gives a 
clear message or instruction, like 
“stop” or “be careful.” 
Symbol – A picture, object, or action 
that stands for something bigger or 
deeper, like love, peace, or a story. 
Belief – Something that a person 
thinks is true, especially about God or 
how the world works. 
Ritual – A special action or set of 
actions done in a certain way, often 
during worship or celebrations. 
Sacred – Something very special and 
holy, often linked to God or a religion 
(like a sacred book or place). 
 
 

1. Representations of Jesus vary as 
no one actually knows what he 
looked like.  
2.Pictures of Jesus show people’s 
personal beliefs about him. (For 
example, having kind eyes or being 
thin because he is not greedy.) 
3. The gospels provide evidence of 
what Jesus was like as a person. 
4.While Jesus was alive, many 
people didn’t understand him, 
therefore didn’t trust him or like 
him.   
5. Jesus used religious metaphors to 
describe himself such as “I am the 
bread of like.” and “I am the light of 
the World.” 
 
Vocab and definition 
Representation – A picture or image 
that shows what someone or 
something might look like. 
Trust – Believing that someone is 
honest, kind or will do the right 
thing, even if you don’t fully 
understand them. 
Gospel – A special book in the Bible 
that tells the story of Jesus’ life and 
teachings. 
Evidence – Clues or information 
that help us understand what 
something was like or what really 
happened. 
Metaphor – A way of describing 
something by saying it is something 
else to help people understand (like 
Jesus saying, “I am the light of the 
world”). 
 
 

1.Passover is a festival, lasting 7 or 8 
days, which celebrates the Israelites 
being set free from Egypt 
2. Sukkot is a festival Jews celebrate 
by staying in a temporary hut 
outside to remember the time their 
ancestors wondered the desert for 
40 years.  
3. Purim is celebrated like a carnival 
to remember the time all Jewish 
people were saved from 
extermination thanks to Esther’s 
bravery.  
4. The Hanukkah festival celebrates 
the Jewish people who refused to 
go against their beliefs even though 
they faced death.  
5. Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New 
Year celebration of Adam and Eve’s 
birthday. 
 
Vocab and definition 
Festival – A special time of 
celebration that often remembers 
an important story or event in a 
religion. 
Ancestors – Family members from a 
long time ago, like great-great-
grandparents. 
Freedom – Being able to live your 
life and make choices without being 
controlled by others. 
Bravery – Being very strong and not 
giving up, even when something is 
scary or dangerous. 
Celebration – A happy time when 
people do something special to 
remember an event, like singing, 
praying, eating or being with family. 

1. Christians use the Bible at home 
and in church to learn about God 
and Jesus, and to receive guidance.  
2. The Bible is made up of different 
genres of writing, such as stories, 
poems, proverbs, law, songs 
biographies and letters.  
3. The different genres show 
different aspects of God, e.g. stories 
demonstrate God’s love, power and 
personality and poems and songs 
praise God and the things He has 
done. 
4. The Bible is arranged 
chronologically so the first book was 
written the longest time ago and 
the last book was written most 
recently.  
5. The Old Testament contains 
writing from before Jesus’ birth and 
the New Testament contains writing 
from after.  
 
Vocab and definition 
Bible – The holy book for Christians 
that teaches them about God, Jesus, 
and how to live a good life. Church – 
A special place where Christians go 
to pray, worship God, and read the 
Bible. 
Testament – A part of the Bible. The 
Old Testament is from before Jesus 
was born, and the New Testament is 
from after. 
Genre – A type of writing, like a 
story, poem, song or letter. 
Guidance – Help or advice that 
shows people the right thing to do. 
 

1. Islam is based on the Five Pillars: 
Shahada (Allah is the only God), 
Salat (praying five times a day), 
Zakat (giving money to the poor), 
Sawm (fasting for Ramadan) and 
(Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca).  
2. The naming ceremony lasts for 
seven days and is called Tasmiyah, 
which allows the new baby to be 
accepted and protected by Allah. 
3. The Islamic marriage ceremony 
includes the Mahr (a payment a 
Muslim man offers his soon-to-be 
wife), the Nikah (a verbal contract 
between husband and wife) and the 
Walima (the marriage banquet).  
4. When a Muslim person dies, the 
family prepares the body for the 
funeral and burial should take place 
before sunset the following day. 
5. Muslims believe The Hajj 
pilgrimage was established by the 
prophet Muhammad and Islamic 
tradition says it traces back to the 
time of Abraham. 
 
Vocab and definition 
Pillars – Important rules or duties 
that Muslims follow to show their 
faith in Islam. 
Naming Ceremony – A special event 
where a new baby is given a name 
and welcomed into the family and 
religion. 
Marriage – When two people 
promise to love and care for each 
other, often with a special 
ceremony. 
Funeral – A ceremony to say 
goodbye to someone who has died 
and to bury their body. 
Pilgrimage – A special journey to a 
holy place that is very important in a 
religion, like the Hajj to Mecca. 
 



   

 

   

 

Year 4 

Autumn 1 - Sikh Rites 
of Passage 
 

Autumn 2 – Christmas 
Journeys 

Spring 1 – Hindu 
Worship at Home and in 
the Mandir 

Spring 2 – Why is Easter 
so important to 
Christians? 

Summer 1 – Buddhist 
Festivals 

Summer 2 – Identifying 
and Belonging 

1. A Sikh’s baby is not named 
until the mother and baby are 
able to travel to the gurdwara 
(temple) for a special ceremony 
called ‘Naam Karan’. 
2. Sikh baptismal ceremony of 
Amrit happens when they are of 
an age where they can fully 
understand what this life-long 
commitment means.  
3. A Sikh wedding ceremony is 
known as ‘Anand Karaj’ which 
means ‘Blissful Union’ and can 
last for several days.  
4. The final rite of passage for a 
Sikh is their funeral ceremony 
called 
‘Antam Sanskar’ which they see 
as a celebration of life. 
5. Sikhs believe in reincarnation 
which means the mortal body is 
just the shell for the soul which 
can never die. 
 
Vocab and definition 
Gurdwara – A Sikh temple where 
Sikhs go to worship and have 
special ceremonies. 
Ceremony – A special event or 
ritual that marks an important 
moment in life, like naming a 
baby or getting married. 
Baptism – A ceremony where 
someone promises to follow their 
religion fully, like the Sikh Amrit 
ceremony. 
Funeral – A ceremony to say 
goodbye to someone who has 
died and to celebrate their life. 
Reincarnation – The belief that 
after someone dies, their soul is 
born again in a new body. 
 
 

1. When Mary was pregnant with 
Jesus, her and Joseph had to travel to 
Bethlehem from Nazareth for the 
census which is about 75 miles.  
2. Now lots of Christians from all 
around the world make a pilgrimage to 
Bethlehem to see where Jesus was 
born. 
3. The shepherds, who travelled to see 
the baby Jesus, are a symbol that God 
loves everyone in the world, not just 
the rich or powerful. 
4. The Three Kings, who also journey 
to see baby Jesus are portrayed in 
different ways through music and art.  
5. King Herod ordered all boys two and 
under to be killed as he was jealous 
that Jesus was being worshipped like a 
king.  
 
Vocab and definition 
Census – An official count of people 
living in a place, often done by the 
government. 
Pilgrimage – A special journey to a 
holy place, like Christians traveling to 
Bethlehem to see where Jesus was 
born. 
Shepherd – A person who looks after 
sheep; in the Christmas story, they 
show that God loves everyone. 
Symbol – Something that stands for a 
bigger idea, like the shepherds 
showing God’s love for all people. 
King – A male ruler of a country; in the 
story, Jesus was called a king, which 
made King Herod jealous. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Hindus believe in one absolute 
God called Brahman, who can be 
represented using the aum symbol. 
2. Hindus believe in many Gods and 
Goddesses, including Ganesha (the 
elephant headed God) who is the 
remover of obstacles and Vishnu 
(the preserver).  
3. Hindus may have a special place 
in their home called a shrine which 
includes pictures of gods and 
goddesses, Hindu leaders, family or 
other loved ones. 
4. Most Hindus perform a daily act 
of worship called puja which 
includes making offerings to gods 
and goddesses.  
5. A mandir is a Hindu place of 
worship where people gather to 
pray. 
 
Vocab and definition 
Brahman – the one absolute God in 
Hinduism. 
Aum – a sacred symbol that 
represents Brahman. 
Shrine – a special place for worship, 
often found in Hindu homes. 
Puja – a daily act of worship 
involving offerings. 
Mandir – a Hindu temple or place of 
worship. 
 

1. Easter is a Christian festival that 
celebrates the resurrection of Jesus. 
2. On Palm Sunday Jesus knew he 
was going to die so used a special 
meal (The Last Supper) to help his 
disciples understand what he was 
doing. 
3. On the Friday before Easter 
Sunday, (Good Friday) Christians 
commemorate the crucifixion of 
Jesus. 
4. Christians believe that when you 
die, life continues with God in 
Heaven and this is proven by Jesus’ 
resurrection. 
5. Holy Week is a time when 
Christians remember 
that Jesus was sent to Earth as 
the Messiah, which means 
‘Anointed One.’ 
 
Vocab and definition 
Resurrection – rising from the dead, 
as Christians believe Jesus did. 
The Last Supper – the final meal 
Jesus shared with his disciples. 
Crucifixion – the death of Jesus on 
the cross. 
Heaven – the place Christians 
believe they go to be with God after 
death. 
Messiah – a title for Jesus meaning 
‘Anointed One’. 
 
 

1.Unlike some other religions, 
Buddhist do not worship one all-
powerful creator God or supreme 
deity.  
2.During the festival of Vesak, 
Buddhists give offerings to create 
good karma for themselves by doing 
something kind.  
3. The Ploughing Festival celebrates 
the start of the rice growing season 
and an important moment in the life 
of Buddha. 
4. Loy Krathong takes place in 
Thailand where Buddhists light 
candles and make offerings of 
flowers to show respect to Buddha. 
5. In Thailand, New Year 
celebrations take place in April, 
during the Buddhist festival of 
Songkran and marks the end of the 
rainy season. 
 
 
Vocab and definition  
Karma – the idea that good or bad 
actions lead to future 
consequences. 
Vesak – a festival that celebrates 
the birth, enlightenment, and death 
of the Buddha. 
Buddha – the founder of Buddhism, 
who achieved enlightenment. 
Loy Krathong – a Thai Buddhist 
festival where offerings are floated 
on water. 
Songkran – the Thai Buddhist New 
Year festival. 
 

1. Our identity can be shaped by 
many things, such as family, friends, 
culture, religion, hobbies and 
personal experience. 
2. We can express who we are 
through our actions, clothing, 
language, beliefs and traditions. 
3. Different people have different 
beliefs and ways of life and learning 
about them help us understand and 
respect each other. 
4. Feeling welcome and connected 
to others helps build a strong sense 
of belonging. 
5. Being part of the world means we 
share responsibilities, like looking 
after the environment and helping 
people in need.  
 
Vocab and definition  
Identity – who a person is, shaped 
by beliefs, culture, and experiences. 
Beliefs – ideas or principles people 
hold to be true, often linked to 
religion or values. 
Traditions – customs or practices 
passed down through generations. 
Belonging – feeling accepted and 
part of a group or community. 
Diversity – differences among 
people, such as in culture, religion, 
or background. 
 
 



   

 

   

 

Year 5 

Autumn 1 – Buddhist 
Worship and Beliefs  

Autumn 2 – Stories of 
Christianity  

Spring 1 – Jewish 
worship and community 

Spring 2 – Where did the 
Christian Bible Come From? 

Summer 1 – Belief in our 
community 

Summer 2 – Why is 
Muhammad important to 
Muslims? 

1. One of the core teachings in 
Buddhism are the 3 universal 
truths: Dukkha (nothing in life is 
perfect), Anicca (everything in life 
in constantly changing and Anatta 
(there is no soul). 
2. To help his followers 
understand suffering and guide 
them away from it, Buddha 
created 4 noble truths including 
the eightfold path. 
3. Buddhists believe that the way 
to end greed and selfishness is to 
follow the eightfold path. 
4. To help people lead lives that 
will create ‘good’ karma, 
Buddhists follow the five moral 
precepts. 
5. Buddhists believe in 
reincarnation; the process of 
being born again in a different 
body. 
 

Vocab and definition 

Three Universal Truths – key 
Buddhist teachings about 
suffering, change, and the idea of 
no soul (Dukkha, Anicca, Anatta). 
Four Noble Truths – core beliefs 
about the cause of suffering and 
how to overcome it. 
Eightfold Path – a guide to right 
living that helps overcome 
suffering and develop wisdom. 
Five Moral Precepts – principles 
Buddhists follow to live ethically 
and create good karma. 
Reincarnation – the belief in 
being born again in a new body 
after death. 
 

1.The story of Ruth and Niomi teaches 
Christians that friends stick together 
and that God loves everyone and is 
faithful.  
2.The Story of Daniel and the Lion’s 
Den teaches Christians that even 
though they may face persecution for 
their beliefs, God will always be with 
them.  
3. Christians believe that Jesus’ 
parable of The Lost Sheep illustrates 
God’s love and compassion for people, 
even those who have strayed from his 
path.  
4. The story of John the Baptist 
teaches Christians that the rite of 
baptism is symbolic (the water 
represents being washed of your old 
life and being born again to a new life 
with God).  
5. Christians believe Paul underwent a 
transformation and then encouraged 
Christians to stand firm in their beliefs, 
no matter how difficult.  
 
Vocab and definition 
Parable – a simple story used by Jesus 
to teach a moral or spiritual lesson. 
Baptism – a Christian ritual using 
water to show a person’s new life with 
God. 
Persecution – being treated unfairly or 
harmed because of religious beliefs. 
Faithful – remaining loyal and trusting 
in God, even during hard times. 
Transformation – a complete change 
in someone’s life or beliefs, often 
through faith. 

1. The siddur is a Jewish prayer book 
that contains a set order of daily 
prayers.  
2. Shabbat is the most important 
day in the Jewish week, it is a day of 
rest, stemming from when God 
rested on the seventh day after 
creating the world.  
3. There is a special prayer called 
the Shema which is the declaration 
of faith in one true God, which is 
said both morning and evening. 
4. For Jewish people, giving to 
charity is not simply a generous act; 
it is only doing what is fair and they 
feel it is their duty.  
5. Features of Jewish worship, 
include worship at the synagogue, 
reading the Torah, using a 
pointer called a yad and speaking in 
Hebrew. 
 
Vocab and definition 
Siddur – means order in Hebrew. 
Shabbat – is the Hebrew word for 
Sabbath.                                   
Tzedakah – the Jewish principle of 
giving to those in need, seen as a 
duty rather than charity. The word 
‘tzedakah’ means righteousness or 
justice.                               
Circumcised – the removal of the 
foreskin from baby boys, often done 
as a sign of the covenant with God. 
Shema – a central Jewish prayer 
declaring belief in one God. 
 

1. The first five books of the Old 
Testament originate from the five 
books of Moses found in the Jewish 
Torah. 
2. Most scholars agree the Old 
Testament was written 
between 800 BC and 200 BC, 
although there is writing as far 
back as 2000 BC. 
3. The oldest parts of the Bible were 
not written down on paper. They 
were passed on from generation to 
generation through stories. This is 
known as an oral tradition.  
4. Until around the 15th century, 
most Bibles were written in Latin 
meaning only people with an 
education could understand them.  
5. Some Christians believe that the 
Bible is literally true whereas others 
believe it is a symbolic truth. 
 
Vocab and definition 
Scholars – experts who study and 
interpret historical texts like the 
Bible. 
Generation – a group of people 
born around the same time who 
pass stories and traditions on. 
Oral Tradition – stories and 
teachings passed down by word of 
mouth before being written down. 
Literal – believing something is 
exactly true as it is written. 
Symbolic – understanding 
something as representing a deeper 
meaning rather than being literally 
true. 
 
 

1. Members of religious 
communities say that having faith 
helps them make sense of life’s ‘big’ 
questions. 
2. Members of religious 
communities also belong to other 
groups, such as school and sports, 
which can mean they have 
conflicting commitments at times.  
3. Some atheists develop their own 
moral system which include giving 
to charity.  
4. People in non-religious 
communities can show respect to 
those within religious communities 
by acknowledging their beliefs and 
being unprejudiced.   
5. Sometimes young people may 
find it difficult to live according to 
their own beliefs and/or religious 
expectations. Being part of 
community groups that are 
accepting of these beliefs support 
them. 
 
Vocab and definition 
Belief — An idea or truth that a 
person holds strongly, often about 
religion or how the world works. 
Prejudice — An unfair opinion or 
feeling formed about someone or 
something without knowing all the 
facts, often leading to 
discrimination. 
Faith — Trust or confidence in a 
higher power or religious teachings, 
even without proof. 
Moral — Principles or rules about 
what is right and wrong behaviour, 
often based on religious or cultural 
teachings. 
An atheist - someone who is not a 
member of any religion and does 
not believe in any gods. 
 
 

1. Prophet Muhammad is an 
important figure in Islam as he is 
believed to be the messenger of 
God.  
2. Muhammad continued to receive 
revelations, including instructions to 
fast during Ramadan, to pray facing 
Mecca and for all people who 
earned a certain amount of money 
to make the payment of Zakat. 
3. Everything that Muhammad was 
told by God through the angel 
Gabriel was written down (although 
first it was passed to people 
orally) and made into the Islamic 
holy book, the Qur’an. 
4. Muhammad is not only 
remembered for giving Muslims the 
Qur’an but also, for his own 
teachings and the morals he lived by 
in his daily life.  
5. For Muslims, Muhammad is a 
role-model. They try to act, think 
and love like Muhammad did so that 
they can please Allah. 
 
Vocab and definition 
Morals – principles about right and 
wrong that guide how people live 
and behave. 
Revelations – messages from God, 
given to Muhammad through the 
angel Gabriel. 
Allah – the Arabic word for God in 
Islam. 
Zakat – a required payment or 
charity given by Muslims to help 
those in need. 
Role-model – someone who others 
try to imitate because of their good 
example. 
 
 
 
 



   

 

   

 

Year 6 
Autumn 1 - Stories of 
Hinduism  

Autumn 2 – What is the 
Qur’an and why is it 
important to Muslims? 

Spring 1 – Sikh worship 
and Community 

Spring 2 – What 
happens when we die? 

Summer 1 – What is a 
church? 

Summer 2 – Expressing 
Faith through the arts 

1. The story of Knappar the 
Hunter teaches Hindus that 
loyalty and devotion are 
rewarded.  
2. Different stories represent 
Krishna in different ways. 
(Krishna and the Butter Thief 
teaches Hindus that God is the 
source of all human tendencies, 
even mischief whereas Krishna 
and Sudama remind 
Hindus that love doesn’t 
distinguish 
between rich and poor.) 
3. The story of the Fruit of Service 
and the Sesame Scholar teach 
Hindus that without effort you 
will not achieve success. 
4. The story of Ajamil teaches 
Hindus about punishment and 
forgiveness.  
5. The story of why speak the 
truth teaches Hindus about the 
importance of telling the truth.  
 
Vocab and definition 
Trimurti – the three main Hindu 
gods: Brahma the creator, Vishnu 
the preserver, and Shiva the 
destroyer.                                 
Devotion – deep love and 
commitment, especially to a god 
or religious practice.                     
Mischief – playful or naughty 
behaviour, sometimes used in 
stories about gods like Krishna.   
Brahman – the one ultimate 
reality or absolute God in 
Hinduism, who can take on many 
forms, including Vishnu, Shiva, 
Krishna, Rama.                    
Forgiveness – letting go of anger 
or resentment toward someone 
who has done wrong. 

1. Muslims have a strict way of 
treating the Qur’an: they perform 
ritual washings before handling the 
Qur’an; the Qur’an is kept on a special 
stand called a rihal; when the Qur’an is 
stored, it is placed on the highest shelf, 
above all other books; and a cloth is 
used to cover the Qur’an when it is not 
being used. 
2. In the Qur’an there are 99 names 
for God (Allah) that show his qualities 
including, Al-Quddus - The Pure One, 
Al-Ghaffer - The Forgiving, Al-Wahhab 
- The Giver of All, Al-Hakam - The 
Judge and Al-Mujib - The Responder to 
Prayer. 
3. Muslims sometimes say that the 
Qur’an makes them stop and 
think before they do things. When 
they get into difficult situations they 
are reminded, through guidance from 
God, what the right thing to do is. 
4. Muslim children are taught to recite 
sections of the Qur’an by heart at a 
Madrasah. 
5. At a Madrasah, Muslim children 
learn about Islam and how to be a 
good Muslim from the Qur’an. 
 
Vocab and definition 
Sacred - has a special connection with 
God and is holy. 
Ritual washing – a special cleaning 
Muslims do before handling the 
Qur’an to show respect. 
Rihal – a special stand used to hold the 
Qur’an while it is being read. 
Allah – the Arabic word for God in 
Islam, who has 99 names showing 
different qualities. 
Madrasah – a school at a Mosque 
where Muslim children learn to read 
the Qur’an and about Islam. 

. During worship at the gurdwara, 
Sikhs will sit on the floor (making 
sure, not to point their feet at the 
Guru Granhth Sahib) and pray 
together, sing or read sections of 
the Guru Granth Sahib and give 
money offerings.  
2. Just like people from other 
religions, Sikhs pray for different 
reasons: sometimes to ask God for 
things; sometimes to give thanks to 
God; sometimes to help focus their 
minds on God. 
3. As well as reciting prayers and 
hymns from the Guru 
Granth Sahib, Sikhs also take time to 
meditate every day. 
4. Sikhs gather together at the 
langar to share a meal together. 
This meal is free and open to 
everyone, regardless of their 
gender, colour, religion or social 
status. 
5. In Sikhism, Sewa is any act of 
kindness shown or help given to 
someone else, without expecting a 
reward or anything in return. 
 
Vocab and definition 
Langar - a communal kitchen 
attached to the gurdwara. 
Waheguru - The Sikh name for the 
one God they believe in. 
Reincarnation - The belief that a 
soul is reborn into another body 
Mukti - A state where the cycle of 
reincarnation is over, and 
the soul can be with God. 
Gurdwara - a Sikh place of worship 
where the holy book, the Guru 
Granth Sahib, is kept. 

1. At a Jewish or Christian funeral 
service, people may sing hymns, say 
prayers, speak about the person’s 
life, read poems or passages from 
religious texts. They may also light 
candles or place flowers at the 
grave. 
2. Muslims believe that one day, on 
a day of Allah’s choosing, people 
who have died will be raised from 
the dead and judged but until this 
day will remain in their graves.   
3. While Jewish people believe that 
the soul is eternal, and there is a life 
after death, there is little written 
about it in Jewish religious texts. 
4. Sikhs believe in reincarnation, 
and they hope to free themselves 
from this cycle of rebirth and 
achieve ‘mukti’ and enter paradise.  
5. There are different funeral 
traditions around the world: in New 
Orleans, there is a tradition of ‘jazz 
funerals’ and in Ghana, some 
people choose to be buried in 
‘fantasy coffins'.  
 
Vocab and definition 
Bereaved - means losing a close 
friend, family member or loved one 
when they die. People experience 
great sadness when they suffer a 
bereavement.   
Judgment – the belief that after 
death, people will be judged by God 
for their actions. 
Soul – the spiritual part of a person 
that lives on after death. 
Eternal – lasting forever, especially 
referring to the soul or life after 
death. 
Coffin – a box used to hold a body 
for burial or funeral. 

1. Christianity is a religion which 
began after Jesus died. His disciples 
and apostles had no money to build 
churches at first. 
2. Heavily populated areas have 
megachurches, where thousands of 
people can worship together. 
3. Beautiful decorations inside a 
church help people feel like they are 
in a special, important place and 
reminds them of Bible stories and 
teachings. 
4. In very poor areas or hot 
climates, churches may congregate 
outside rather than in a building. 
5. Different denominations of 
Christianity have different 
traditions, ceremonies and clothing. 
 
Vocab and definition 
A church - a building where people 
congregate and worship, but it is 
also a community of people who 
share the same religious beliefs. 
Disciples – the followers of Jesus 
who learned from him and spread 
his teachings.                           
Apostles – early Christian leaders 
who helped spread Christianity after 
Jesus’ death.                
Denominations – different groups 
or branches within Christianity with 
their own traditions.                 
Congregate – to come together as a 
group, especially for worship or 
meetings. 

1. People express their religious 
beliefs through the arts for many 
reasons. (Some use poetry or 
painting to explore complex ideas or 
to share their faith with the world. 
Most often, they use their artistic 
talents as a form of worship and a 
way to express their feelings about 
God.) 
2. In lots of religions, part of the 
scriptures or religious writings are 
turned into songs.  
3. Members of the clergy wear 
clothes called vestments. 
Throughout the year, the colours 
they wear will often change 
depending on what festival is being 
celebrated or the time of year.  
4. Some religious people believe 
that paintings showing religious 
figures and stories are sacred 
because they are a reflection of 
what is written in scriptures.  
5. Islamic art focuses on calligraphy 
and arabesque patterns. It uses a lot 
of leaf and flower imagery to reflect 
creation. 
 
Vocab and definition              
Worship – showing respect and love 
for God, often through prayer, 
music or art.                               
Scriptures – holy writings or 
religious texts considered sacred.   
Clergy – religious leaders like priests 
or ministers who lead worship and 
ceremonies.                                 
Vestments – special clothes worn by 
members of the clergy during 
religious services.                      
Calligraphy – artistic handwriting or 
lettering, often used in Islamic art. 
 

 


