
 

Progression in RE   
LKS2 

 Year 3 Year 4 

Themes Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topics Diwali Signs and Symbols What do we know 
about Jesus? 

Jewish 
Celebrations 

What is the 
Bible and why 
is it important 
to Christians? 

Islamic Rites of 
Passage 

Sikh Rites of 
Passage 

Christmas 
Journeys 

Hindu worship at 
home and in the 

Mandir 

Why is Easter 
so important to 

Christians? 
 

Buddhist 
Festivals 

Identify and 
belonging 

Religion Hinduism Judaism 
Christianity 
Hinduism 

Islam 

Christianity Judaism Christianity Islam Sikhism Christianity Hinduism Christianity Buddhism Christianity 
Islam 
Sikhs 

Prior relevant 
knowledge taught 
in…? 

What do 
Hindus 

celebrate? 
Year 1 – Summer 1 

Christian Rites of 
Passage 

Year 2 – Summer 1 
Why is the Torah 

special? 
Year 2 – Spring 2 

What do Muslims 
celebrate? 

Year 1 – Summer 2 
What do Hindus 

Celebrate? 
Year 1 – Summer 1 

Christian Rites of 
Passage 

Year 2 – Summer 1 
Christmas 

Celebrations 
Year 2 – Autumn 2 

 

Signs and 
Symbols 

Year 3 – Autumn 2 

Why is the Torah 
special? 

Year 2 – Spring 2 

 

 

What do we 
know about 

Jesus? 
Year 3 -Spring 1 

Christian 
Rites of 
Passage 

Year 2 – Summer 1 

Special books 
Year 1- Spring 1 

Signs and 
symbols 

Year 3 – Autumn 2 

What do 
Muslims 

celebrate? 
Year 1 – Summer 2 

What do 
Sikh’s 

believe? 
Year 2- Summer 2 

Christian Rites 
of Passage 

Year 2 – Summer 1 

Islamic Rites of 
Passage 

Year 3 – Summer 2 

Christmas 
Celebrations 
Year 2- Autumn 2 

Diwali 
Year 3 – Autumn 1 
What do Hindus 

celebrate? 
Year 1 – Summer 1 

Christian Rites 
of Passage 

Year 2 – Summer 1 

 

Who was 
Buddha? 

Year 2 – Spring 1 

Christian Rites of 
Passage 

Year 2 – Summer 1 

Islam rites of 
Passage 

Year 3 – Summer 2 

 

Strands  

People and Society  
(Knowledge) 

Rama and Sita 
Lakshmi – 
goodness   

 Jesus Moses 
Esther 

 Abraham 
Prophet 

Muhammad   

 Mary and Joseph 
King Herod 
Shepherds 

Kings  

Brahma  
Saraswati  
Vishnu 
Lakshmi 
Shiva 
Ganesha 

Jesus 
Disciples  
Pilot  
 

Buddha 
(Siddhartha 
Gautarma) 

Ourselves and 
groups within 
society: family, 
friends, people of 
different cultures 
and religions. Our 
place in society 

Traditions and places 
(knowledge)   

How Hindus 
prepare for 
Diwali, how 
they celebrate 
and the 
meaning 
behind it.  

How and why 
symbols and 
metaphors are 
used across 
different religions.  

 Why and how 
different Jewish 
festivals are 

celebrated: 
Passover, Sukkot, 
Purim, Hanukkah 
& Rosh Hashanah   

How the bible 
is used. 
Exploring 
writing within 
the bible. 

The Five 
Pillars of 
Islam and 
Islamic 
ceremonies 

Sikh 
ceremonies 
and traditions 

Exploring the 
importance of 
Bethlehem to 
Christians. 
Pilgrimages. 
Churches. 

Hindu beliefs and 
how and where 
they worship. 

The events of Palm 
Sunday  
The significance of 
the Last Supper  
The evets that led 
up to Jesus’ arrest 
Events and 
emotions 
surrounding the 
Crucifixion  
Explore Christiam 
beliefs in life after 
death 

Buddhist Festivals: 
Veska, The Ploughing 
Festival, Loy Krathing 
and Songkran 

British values 
Responsibilities 
and caring for the 
environment  

Comparison 
(skills) 

How is light used 
a symbol in other 
religions? 
Similar celebrations 
for Buddhist and 
Sikhs  

Comparing 
symbols and 
metaphors used 
across different 
religions.  

 Comparing different 
representations of 
Jesus  

Comparing different 
views  

Making 
comparisons 
between the 
different festivals: 
how and why they 
are celebrated. 

Comparing uses 
of the bible at 
home and in 
church.  
Comparing 
what makes a 
book special to 

Comparing 
different religions’ 
and cultures’ birth 
and naming 
ceremonies, 
marriages and 
funerals.  

Comparing 
rites of passage 
with their own 
experiences 
and other 

Comparing 
different 
religious 
celebrations. 
Comparing 
Christian, 

Compare with 
other religious 
beliefs in one God 
or many Gods.  
Compare religions 
symbols with 

Comparing 
Jesus as a 
servant to how 
modern day 
kings and 

Compare 
festivals with 
other religions. 
Compare beliefs 
of God with 
other religions.  

Comparing ways 
we belong and 
the differences 
between beliefs 
of different 



Similar stories where 
good conquers evil. 

Comparing Jewish 
New Year and other 
new year 
celebrations.  

different 
people. 
Comparing 
stories in old 
and New 
Testament.  
 

religions 

studies.  
Buddhist and 
Muslim 
pilgrimage. 
How are the 
wise men 
different to the 
shepherds who 
visited Jesus?  
Making 
comparisons 
with refugee 
journeys 

previously studied 
religions. 

 

leaders are 
portrayed  

groups and 
communities.  

Interpretation  

(skills) 

Story Rama and 
Sita  

Passover story 
(Judaism)  
 

Representations of Jesus  
How images of Jesus 
represent their personal 
beliefs about him.  
Gospels about Jesus 
Bible stories about Jesus   
Views of Jesus  

Symbolic language. 

Joseph and his 
multicoloured 
coat  
Passover story  
Story of Esther 

Stories from 
the bible and 
how they 
portray God. 
Old and New 
Testament 
The story of 
Mary Jones 

Story of 
Abraham  
(pilgrimage) 

 

Story of how 
Sikhism began  
 
  

Nativity Story of 
Christmas: Mary 
and Joseph’s 
journey to 
Bethlehem.   
Music and art 
Images  

Hindu story of their 
absolute God.  

Stories from the 
bible  
 
Interpreting the 
emotions of 
different people 
leading up to 
Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. 

Story of Siddhartha 
Gautama and how 
he became Buddha  

Readings/ 
passages from 
the bible. 

Agreed Syllabus   
A1. Recall and name 
different beliefs and 
practices, including 
festivals, worship, rituals 
and ways of life, to find out 
about the meanings 
behind them. 

            

A2. Retell and suggest 
meanings to some religious 
and moral stories, 
exploring and discussing 
sacred writings and 
sources of wisdom and 
recognising the traditions 
from which they come. 

            

A3. Recognise some 
different symbols and 
actions which express a 
community’s way of life, 
appreciating some 
similarities between 
communities. 

            

B1. Ask and respond to 
questions about what 
individuals and 
communities do, and why, 
so that pupils can identify 
what difference belonging 
to a community might 
make. 

            

B2. Observe and recount 
different ways of 
expressing identity and 
belonging, responding 
sensitively for themselves. 

            



 

B3. Notice and respond 
sensitively to some 
similarities between 
different religious and non-
religious worldviews. 

            

C1. Explore questions 
about belonging, meaning 
and truth so that they can 
express their own ideas 
and opinions in response 
using words, music, art or 
poetry. 

            

C2. Find out about and 
respond with ideas to 
examples of cooperation 
between people who are 
different. 

            

C3. Find out about 
questions of right and 
wrong and begin to 
express their ideas and 
opinions in response. 

            


