
 

Moorside Primary School and Nursery 

RE Intent 

Our vision in North Yorkshire is of a community where people of different beliefs and religions live harmoniously 

side by side, displaying mutual respect, understanding and friendship. It is essential that our children and young 

people are supported in developing these qualities and, whilst growing in confidence, achieve a level of critical 

awareness that helps them to become builders and shapers of a better North Yorkshire. At Moorside Primary 

School and Nursery, we use Plan Bee to facilitate the aims of the North Yorkshire RE Agreed Syllabus. We teach 

the key themes of Christianity and other major world religions and beliefs systems: Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, 

Sikhism, and Buddhism, as well as respecting non-religious views in our local community. 

Our RE intent is echoed and implemented through our school’s vision: 

A culture of success and achievement for all 

At Moorside Primary School and Nursery, we have adopted a year-by-year approach to the teaching RE across 

school. To ensure there is clear progression within and across each year group, we follow a progression document. 

This ensures teachers are clear about the knowledge and skills the children should have acquired by the end of 

each academic year and that the knowledge is built on logically so that children make links and comparisons 

between different religions. 

The children are taught 6 RE topics each year (see progression document). In each topic, children are 

taught 5 facts that focus on key knowledge for them to build on and make links with, to their subsequent 

learning. The key knowledge and skills for each RE topic have been identified with a focus on 4 key strands: 

People and Society (knowledge), Traditions and Places (knowledge), Comparison (skills) and Interpretation 

(skills). Careful consideration has been given to ensure clear progression from each area of study to the 

next, throughout each year group across the school, by focusing on the 4 key strands. Each topic encourages 

the children to explore big questions about life, in order to find out what people believe and what difference 

this makes to how they live. This also helps pupils to make sense of religion and worldviews, reflecting on their 

own ideas and ways of living. 

Each lesson is structured in the same way. At the beginning of RE lessons, relevant prior knowledge (linked to 

new learning) is revisited and recapped through fun informal assessments, such as games and quizzes; new 

five finger facts are introduced/revisited; and key vocabulary for the lesson is shared before new learni ng 

begins. Outcomes of work are assessed and monitored using summative and formative assessment (marking 

and feedback), to ensure children reflect a sound understanding of the key identified knowledge.  

Classroom environments have an RE display which includes the topic title, the religions currently being studied 

(including the religious symbol and name of the religions’ followers), key vocabulary and the five finger facts.  

To ensure all children have a secure understanding of what they are learning, we use an agreed definition to 

share at the beginning of RE lessons:  

RE is the study of people, their cultures and their religious beliefs and it allows children to 

think about, discuss and ask big questions.  
 



An aspirational and inspirational curriculum 

The principal aim of RE is to engage pupils in systematic enquiry into significant human questions which religion 

and worldviews address, so that they can develop the understanding and skills needed to appreciate and appraise 

varied responses to these questions, as well as develop responses of their own. At Moorside Primary School and 

Nursery, we use Plan Bee to ensure we meet the principal aims of the North Yorkshire Agreed Syllabus.  

We aim to inspire our children through visitors to school, planned visits to places of interest within the local 

community, RE theme days and opportunities to share their learning with others during assemblies and showcase 

events. We follow a knowledge and vocabulary progression document so that children learn key facts and 

vocabulary which builds on prior learning and is revisited when studying different RE topics.  

In line with our school curriculum intent and linking with the North Yorkshire RE Agreed Syllabus, our aim at 

Moorside is to ensure... 

Every child will be able to reflect on their own experiences and feelings and develop a sense of belonging. They 

will be able to ask questions about other religions and talk about what is important to them. 

Strong relationships between the school, families, pupils and our community 

Children are encouraged to develop their RE knowledge along with their families; each term, a knowledge mat is 

sent home which includes the key knowledge (5 Finger Facts) and key vocabulary that the children will be learning. 

Homework Challenges are also sent home termly; the aim of the challenges is for children and members of their 

families to work together to practise remembering, embedding and applying key knowledge and skills. The children 

are encouraged to share their RE learning with parents and the community through assemblies and showcase 

events. We are regularly involved in activities within the local community, such as the Holocaust Memorial Service 

and other events at Ripon Cathedral, litter picking in Hell Wath, singing in local nursing homes and collecting 

Harvest Festival donations which we give to the Salvation Army food bank.  

A whole school inclusive and nurturing ethos 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) follows the ‘Development Matters in the EYFS’ guidance, RE sits 

firmly within the areas of ‘Understanding of the World’ and ‘Personal, Social and Emotional Development’. 

Children develop a positive sense of themselves, and others, and learn how to form positive and respectful 

relationships. They begin to understand and value the differences of individuals and groups within thei r own 

immediate community and have the opportunity to develop their emerging moral and cultural awareness.   

Cross curricular outcomes in RE throughout Key Stages One and Two are specifically planned for, with links 

between the RE curriculum in literacy lessons, enabling further contextual learning. Through planning, 

consideration is given to how children can achieve and be challenged to achieve greater depth . Open-ended 

questions and tasks are planned for and planning clearly identifies how learners will be supported through 

scaffolded intervention and steps to success in line with the school’s commitment to inclusion . Assessment 

activities and questioning is used at the beginning of topics to assess children’s prior knowledge before 

moving forward with their new learning.  

All children can and will achieve their potential through carefully scaffolded and progressively planned sequences 

of lessons and tasks. Children will be able to share their views and opinions and not feel judged, therefore 

developing their confidence within RE. 

High expectations for all stakeholders, surrounding our children with the best educators and specialists 

Teaching staff work hard to ensure that their RE teaching is engaging for the children. Where necessary, 

members of staff organise trips and visitors to come into school and talk about different religions to give them 

a real-life purpose and experience for learning. Lesson Studies provide opportunities for teaching staff to ensure 



that their delivery of RE lessons is high quality with key vocabulary and knowledge shared in a consistent way. 

This monitoring approach provides opportunities for professional discussions and enables best practice and model 

teaching and learning to be shared. 

By the end of year 6, children will have learnt about a range of religious groups that are present in the UK, 

Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and Jewish People, as well as some non-religious worldviews.  They will be 

able to make comparisons and connections between different religions and their own thoughts and beliefs 

through regularly revisiting the common strands: People and Society (knowledge), Traditions and Places 

(knowledge), Comparison (skills) and Interpretation (skills). 

 

Impact 

Our approach to the RE curriculum results in interesting and engaging RE lessons. RE teaching and learning will 

enable children to.. 

• Know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews. 

• Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and worldviews. 

• Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and worldview. 

 

The quality of children’s learning is evident through work examples, pupil voice and learning walks across school. 

Children’s recall of key knowledge (five finger facts) demonstrates their understanding and supports them to 

build upon prior learning. This evidence is used to...  

• Inform teachers’ planning 

• Record outcomes termly (through summative assessments), so that gaps can be addressed where 

necessary 

• Make decisions about focussed monitoring and CPD 

• Report to governors on progression in RE 

• Analyse data and outcomes which then feed into action planning in an Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycle 

 

This ensures that RE teaching is supporting varied paces of learning and that all pupils make good progress. 
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