
Parent workshop: Phonics and early reading

Teach reading: 
change lives



●Learn about your child’s phonic, reading 
and writing curriculum.

● Explore the key skills needed for 
reading and writing.

● Learn how to support your child’s 
development in phonics at home.

Aims for the session



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



How many times have you 
already read today?



Phonics



Moorside Primary School 
and Nursery has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Terminology 

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph



Terminology Description example

phoneme a single unit of sound 44 phonemes in the English language

grapheme written form of a phoneme

digraph two letters one sound wh, ch, th, sh

tri-graph a single sound/phoneme 

represented by three letters

Igh, air, ear, ure

Split digraph when a vowel sounds is split by a 

consonant

a_e, e_e, i_e, o_e, u_e

wrote – the o-e here make oe sound split by the t

lake – the a-e here make ae sound split by the k

Complete – the e-e here make ee split by the t

segmenting how you spell a word c-a-t / d-o-g / m-a-t / p-i-g / 

blending how you read a word cat / dog / mat / pig



In Reception, children begin to formally learn the letters to sound 
correspondence in the English language.

Phonics sessions are fun daily sessions involving lots of speaking, 
listening and games.

The letter sounds are not introduced in alphabetical order. 

The sounds are delivered in the sequenced order of the Letters 
and Sounds

Set 1: s, a, t, p

Set 2: i, n, m, d

Set 3: g, o, c, k

Set 4: ck, e, u, r

Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss

Set 6: j, v, w, x

Set 7: y, z, zz, qu

Consonant digraphs: ch, sh, th, ng

Vowel digraphs: ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, 

or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er



Teaching order 



What does a phonic lesson look like?

Revisit/review Flashcards to practice phonemes learnt so far.

Teach Teach new phoneme.

Practice Practice reading words with taught phoneme in.

Apply Blending words

Phonics task completed after the session



Blending to read words



Gradually your child learns the entire 
alphabetic code:



How we make learning stick 



Reading and spelling



What are the key skills for reading and writing? 

1. Learning the letter sounds and names
2. Learning letter formation
3. Segmenting and blending
4. The common exception words (AKA 
Tricky Words)
5. Identifying sounds in words

These skills are taught alongside one another.





• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

Spelling



Segmenting and blending

i t

 

o n

 

a t

 

a n d

  

g o t

  

b a ck

  -

sh o p

-  



Reading and spelling 



shell
chef

special

And all the different ways to write 
the phoneme sh:

caption
mansion
passion



Tricky words 



The tricky words



Reading practice sessions are: 

• timetabled three times a week 

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups.

How do we teach reading in books?



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading at home



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can 
do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Books going home



Phonics at home

The sounds and tricky words your child has learnt will be recorded in 
their Reading Record.

Reading books will be sent home on Monday and Thursday
(if they have been returned to school). 

Reading Records have been sent home. Please write a simple comment 
and sign it each time you read with your child. This should be five 
times a week!

High 5 Readers will be celebrated in school and messages sent home 
via MM.



High 5 Readers

The aim is for every child to 
read 5 times at home each 

week. This has been proven to 
help children develop their 

reading skills rapidly.



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



In the first few weeks, we are busy learning the letters & their 
names & practising blending to read. We are also introducing some 
common exception (sight words) 
Reading at home
Stage 1 – No words
These are really important as we need to encourage the children to use language to describe 
the story, characters, setting & encourage prediction. You can also begin to introduce inference 
& deduction from the pictures eg ‘How do you know that Dad is cross?’
Use the sounds of the week to play ‘I spy’ etc
Stage 2
Letters – we have books in school that help to support the teaching of letter and their sounds.
Stage 3
Phonetically decodable books with some high frequency words / common exception words.
We have a range of books that we will send home – some will be completely decodable & some 
may have a few words in that the children are still learning. If a child is stuck on a word…
If it is decodable, support them to blend the phonemes / sounds to read it
If it is a common exception word / sight word then tell them what it says so that they don’t 
labour over it too much & loose the flow of the story - you can always come back to it again



Supporting your child with phonics

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



It is very important that a child holds their pencil in the correct way. 
The pencil should be held in the ‘tripod’ grip between the thumb and first two fingers.   
The children are using triangular pencils to help train their grip.
A child needs to form each letter the correct way.
The letter c is introduced in the early stages as this forms the basic shape of some 
other letters, such as d, o, g and q.

Particular problems to look for are:
• the o (the pencil stroke must be anticlockwise, not clockwise),
• d (the pencil starts in the middle, not the top),
• there must be an initial down stroke on letters such as m and n

Learning letter formation     Pencil grip



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan


