
Moorside Primary School Reception Curriculum theme overview 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Big Ideas 

 

Changes 

 

Diversity 

 

Inventions 

 

 Comparisons – Similarities & differences, Environment – Town, country & the world, People – Me, my community & other cultures 

Aspiration – Where I have come from & where I am going to? 

EYFS 

themes 

UtW – Autumn 

UtW - All About Me - 

Humans 

UtW – changes…how 

I’ve grown 

PSED – being kind 

Science - Healthy food – 

Harvest 

UtW – People who help 

us Superhero day 

UtW – Autumn / 

Winter 

UtW - Light and Dark 

RE - Diwali  

RE – Christmas  

UtW - Doctors – 

compare with Florence 

Nightingale. 

UtW  Bonfire night – 

Guy Fawkes 

UtW -Christmas  

UtW – Winter 

UtW – Materials 

(floating & sinking) 

RE – Pancake day 

UtW – maps  

UtW - Chinese New Year 

UtW - Polar regions  

 

 

UtW – spring 

UtW - Plants & 

animals Growing 

UtW - Easter 

 

UtW - Habitats & 

Minibeasts 

PSED – Healthy 

Eating 

UtW - Animals in 

the jungle 

UtW – oral Health 

UtW - shadows 

 

 

UtW – Summer 

UtW – Sea life 

UtW – seaside then 

& Now 

UtW – maps  

UtW -Transport 

and travel – Road 

safety 

 

Links to 

whole school 

themes  

Comparisons – Changes 

as I have grown – what 

can I do now? 

Environment – Autumn 

People – People who help 

us 

Aspiration – What job 

would I like to have 

when I get older? 

Comparisons – 

Christmas around the 

world 

Environment – How 

does our environment 

change at Christmas?  

People – People who 

help us  

 

 

Comparisons – 

Celebrations  

Environment – mapping 

our environment  

People – Different 

communities and 

celebrations  

Aspiration – 

Comparisons –  

Animals homes and 

our homes 

Environment – 

Spring 

People – Who 

celebrates Chinese 

New Year?  

Aspiration – 

Comparisons –  

Environment – 

Compare hot 

climates to ours 

People – How do 

people keep 

healthy? 

Aspiration – 

Comparisons – How 

are animals 

different under the 

sea? 

Environment – 

Summer 

People –  

Aspiration – 

Books to 

support 

learning 

Gruffalo 

Titch 

Supertato 

Farmer Duck 

 

 

Funny Bones 

Owl Babies 

Jesus’s Christmas 

Party 

  

Mr Wolf’s Pancake 

The Gingerbread Man 

Pip finds a home 

 

 

Going on a bear hunt 

The Magic 

Paintbrush (Chinese 

New Year) 

The Ugly Duckling 

 

 

Handa’s Surprise  

The Tiger Who 

Came to Tea 

Jack and the 

beanstalk 

 

The Very Hungry 

caterpillar 

Commotion in the 

Ocean  

The treasure of 

Pirate Frank 



Non-fiction 

books 

Leaves Hibernation Watch me grow -Penguin Watch me grow – 

Rabbit 

Watch me grow -

Duckling 

See how they grow- 

Frog 

Kids in the Garden 

Watch them Grow 

I Love Bugs 

I Love spiders 

Oceans 

Poems (What I Like, Gervase 

Phinn) 

Five Little Owls 
(The book of fantastic first 

poems) 

A Chubby Little 

Snowman 
(The book of fantastic first 

poems) 

Have you ever had a 

penguin come to tea 

I am a polar bear 

(Twinkl) 

Polar regions songs and 

rhymes resources pack 

(Twinkl) 

How Does your 

Garden grow? 

(Wriggle and Roar) 

Hens Song 

The Tadpole 
(The book of fantastic 

first poems) 

Tiger 
(The book of fantastic 

first poems) 

Rumble in the 

Jungle 

(What I Like, 

Gervase Phinn) 

Seaside poems 

Tier 2 

words from 

books 

The Gruffalo vocab 

Feast, stroll, flee, tusks, 

prickles, knobbly, claws 

 

Farmer Duck 

Fetch, answer, squeeze, 

creak, lazy, weep 

 

Supertato 

Gasp, vanish, reason, 

strength, rescue  

Owl Babies 

Hunt, lose, fuss, dark, 

brave, silent, night 

 

Jesus’s Christmas 

Party 

Special, chorus, 

climbed, travelled 

 

Funny Bones 

Frighten, connect, 

cellar, skull 

Mr Wolf’s Pancakes 

Borrow, lend, check, 

slam, count, decided, 

ingredients, share, 

delicious 

 

The Gingerbread Man 

Cunning, sly, balance, 

flick, tasty, delicious 

 

Pip finds a home 

Flippers, waddling, 

different, journey 

Jack and the 

beanstalk 

Magical, huge, 

delighted, rage 

 

The Magic 

Paintbrush (Chinese 

New Year) 

 

 

The Ugly Duckling 

or  

 

It’s Quacking 

Time?? 

Pale, cosy, softly, 

poked, jiggled 

 

Handa’s Surprise 

Surprise, delicious, 

soft, fruit names, 

animals names 

 

The Tiger who 

came to tea 

Furry, stripy, all, 

suddenly, nothing 

 

The Very Hungry 

caterpillar 

Ache, Days of the 

week, enormous, 

munch, chew 

Going on a bear 

hunt 

Hunt, tiptoe, trip, 

long, dark, wavy, 

narrow, furry, 

through, over, under  

 

Commotion in the 

Ocean 

Creatures, scamper, 

bury, grin, snip, 

slither, snuggle, 

sneaky, gorgeous, 

glowing, massive, 

beneath 

 

The treasure of 

Pirate Frank 



 

Tier 2 

Topic words  

Healthy Food 

Harvest, fruit, 

vegetables, healthy, 

unhealthy, sugar, pick, 

gather, pips, seeds, 

ground, roots, leaves, 

fresh 

Body Parts 

Hips, shoulder, 

freckles, skin, bones, 

ribs, heart, lungs, shin, 

breathe, round, long, 

short, digest  

Materials 

Shiny, rough, smooth, 

bumpy, float, sink, 

material, wooden, 

plastic, rubber, strong, 

bendy, heavy, light 

Spring 

Lamb, flowers, 

babies, duckling, 

tadpoles, buds, 

chicks, blossom, 

frogs spawn, hatch, 

grow, plant, capture, 

wriggle, young 

Minibeasts 

Caterpillar, spider, 

butterfly, bee, 

snail, worm, 

ladybird, wriggle, 

flap, squirm, search, 

identify, tiny, 

delicate, scuttle, 

examine 

Beach 

Deck-chair, frisbee, 

inflatable, search, 

paddle, splash, 

bumpy, smooth, 

deep, shallow, 

sweltering, rock 

pool, waves, sea, 

ocean, gills, fins, 

tentacles  

Role Play Fruit & Veg shop 

 

Opticians / Doctors / 

ambulance 

Xmas post office 

Travel Agents 

 

Vets or Garden 

Centre  

 

Restaurant / Tea 

shop 

 

Ice-cream shop 

 

Artists  Roy Lichtenstein – Pop 

Art 

Wassily Kandinsky – 

circles & triangles 

Andy Warhol Vincent Van Gogh – 

sunflowers 

(daffodils)  

Piet Mondrian Lowry - landscapes 

RE F1 – Which stories are 

special & why? 

F2 – Which people are 

special and why? 

F3 – Which places are 

special and why? 

F4 – Which times 

are special and why? 

F5 – Where do we 

belong? 

F6 – What is special 

about our world? 


