
Year 5 and 6 Information Text Writing  
This week, your writing task is linked to the weekly science theme: Evolution and 
Inheritance. This learning will be a recap and an extension of learning you did in 
school during the Autumn term.  You will be writing an information text to explain 
how a chosen animal has adapted to survive in its environment. 

Monday
As you will be writing an information text, we are going to start by recapping how 
to use bullet points so that you can include them in your piece of writing. Watch 
the short clip and have a go at the activity by clicking on the link below:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/z2yydxs

Now have a go at the activity on page 2. Write each group as a list using bullet 
points. Remember to use the correct punctuation for each bullet point and include 
an introduction to your list using a colon. For example, 

Here are the items you must bring for the trip:
 A rain coat 
 Packed lunch 
 Spare socks (in case yours get wet)
 A pencil 
 A rucksack (to carry all your belonging in) 

Year 5 and 6 Writing task 1

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/z2yydxs


Year 5 and 6 Writing task 2



Tuesday – Exploring Text Structure and Layout Devices 
To further prepare for your information text writing this week, today we are
going to explore how information texts can be presented. Look at the example
information text below then read the information on the following page which

describes the layout devices included. 
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Now have a go at re-organising the information below, using some of the layout
devices used above to make the text more appealing for readers. You could use the

frame on page on page 6 to help.
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Wednesday – Let’s gather our ideas for writing 

Your challenge is to write an information text about a chosen animal to describe
how it has adapted to survive in its environment.

 You will need to include the following information:
 the animal and its features

 the environment (including available food, climate, habitats etc)
 how it has adapted to survive in the environment
 why it wouldn’t survive in a different environment
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You will need to conduct some research to find out the information you need. This 
website may help: https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/animal-
adaptation I have completed an example (Page 9) to demonstrate the type of 

information you will need to record. Record the information below:
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Detailed description of the animal’s environment: 

Name of the animal ________________________________
Description of features:

Description of how the animal has adapted to suit the environment: 

Explain why the animal would not survive in different environments. Provide examples of 
at least 2 different environments:
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Example 

Thursday – Drafting your writing
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Explain why the animal would not survive in a different environment:
Raccoons WOULD NOT survive in a polar environment because … 

 Polar habitats have just two seasons – summer and winter (but even summer is 
normally very cold). In the summer, it is light for 24 hours a day (right at the north and 
south Poles, the sun doesn’t set for six whole months when it is summer) and in the 
winter, it is dark for 24 hours a day. Racoons are nocturnal so this may be very 
confusing for them 

 Polar habitats have tundra, which is ground that is nearly always frozen. Racoons would
struggle to find food. 

 Because it is too cold for trees to grow in arctic habitats, animals find other places to 
live such as holes in the ground, or in caves made from snow – Racoons live in trees

 Animals in the arctic also can’t rely too much on eating plants. Most are carnivores 
(they eat meat) and hunt for fish as well as smaller animals.

 Polar habitats get very, very cold – it can get as cold as -50°C in the Arctic, and 
temperatures in Antarctica have been as cold as -89°C. Animals in polar regions 
have adapted to survive in these extreme conditions. They have thick fur or 
feathers, blend in with the white snow, or hibernate during the coldest winter 
months. Racoons would not survive this cold.

Description of how the animal has adapted to suit the environment: 
 Nocturnal animals – their very good eyesight helps them to see at night as that is 

when they are awake
 Very good eyesight – helps to look for food in the forest during the night when they 

are awake
 They are omnivorous (they eat from nuts and berries on trees, fish in streams etc). 

– the forest habitat is rich with food which the animal eats 
 They store up fat - so they can sleep for a month or so in the colder winter months
 They can even share a winter den with other animals like opossums and muskrats –

to keep warm and support their survival  

Detailed description of the animal’s environment: Forest and Woodlands
 Mostly trees which are very close to each other 
 Woodlands are a little more open than forests – woodlands have space to let a bit 

of light in between trees, while forests have so many trees that it’s actually pretty dark 
when you walk around.

 Animals and insects who live in forest and woodland habitats rely on the 
trees to give them what they need – shelter, food, and protection from other creatures
higher up the food chain. They also use the streams and ponds within forests to get 
water and fish.

Name of the animal: Raccoons 
Description of features:
 Nocturnal animals
 Very good eyesight
 They are omnivorous (they eat from nuts and berries on trees, fish in streams etc).
 They store up fat 
 They can even share a winter den with other animals like opossums and muskrats 
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Using the notes you gathered yesterday, complete your information page to 
explain how your chosen animal has adapted to suit its environment. My title would 
be…. 

How Have Racoons Adapted to Survive in their Woodland and Forest Habitat?

Remember:
- a heading
- subheadings
- bullet points
- columns
- to consider the font you use for different sections

You might like to use the format on page 11 to help you but you don’t have to. 
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Friday – Proofreading and editing

Reda through your writing carefully to check and edit the following: 
- spelling 

- punctuation
- do all of your sentences make sense?

- could you add any additional information to any of your sentences?
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