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© science ) World News.
New ‘Reaper of
Death’ Dinosaur
Discovered

13" February 2020

« Tyrannosaurs are  family of dinosaurs which lived
betwsen 150 million and 65 million years ago.

» Mozt wers large predators who hunted other

dinosaurs.

Anew of tyrannosaur was discovered
by Canadian scientists. It's pretty fearsome and
has been named the ‘Reaper of Death'!

“This terrifying tyrannosaur roamed around.
North America roughly 80 million years ago.
With huge, sharp teeth, you wouldn't want to
mess with it!

Scientists have given it the name
“Thanatotheristes degrootorum’. The name means
‘Reaper of Death'! This is because it was the top

of i time and area.

Tha's @ rather long name so scientists have
nicknamed it Thanatos’. It was about 2m tall
and roughly o long s @ London bus!

Uneil recently, scientists knew nothing about
this dinosaur. In 2010, a man called John De
Groot found a fossil while walking in Alberta,
Canada. It was a jawbone.

“We knew it was special” he said. He called it
“an absolutely stunning find."

It wasnt until last spring that scientists
started looking at . Then, they discovered that
this bone belonged to a dinosaur no one had
seen before.

The dinosaur is ke the Tyrannosaurs rex — in.
fact, i’ from the same family of dinosaurs.

Like the T. rex, it had razor-sharp teeth. It was
also the top predator. No other animals would.
<ake on either dinosaur!

When scientists studied the fossil, they noticed
differences. Thanatos was shorter and lighter

than the enormous T rex. It also had @ longer

snout and more teeth.
Dr Darla Zelenitsky is one of the scientists
Who worked on the fossil She said that the

differences “may be
environments.”

‘At 80 million years old, Thanatos is the
oldest tyrannosaur ever found in North Americal
Scientists hope this discovery will help them.
understand more about (ife in the time of
dinosaurs.

o different

Glossary

A group of living things which
are similar and can have
young.

An animal that hunts and eats
other animals.

The remains of prehiscoric
living things preserved in rock.

adaptations  Changes made by animals to

suit their environment.
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New Reaper of Death’ Dinosaur Discovered
Questions
1. ‘It's pretty fearsome and has been named the ‘Reaper of Death™"
Tick the word which is closest in meaning to ‘fearsome’.

O dangerous
O important
O scared

O terrifying

2. Why was this dinosaur named the Reaper of Death?

3. Read the paragraph beginning ‘Like the T rex..".
Find a metaphor which shows that the dinosaur was deadly

4. Tick one box in sach row to show whether the statement is a fact or an opinion.

Fact | Opinion

This new dinosaur is pretty fearsome.
Thanatos was as long as a London bus.

 The discovery of a jawbone was  stunning find
The dinosaur is from the same family as T-Rex.

5. Find one way this dinosaur is similar to the T rex and one way it is different.

ifferent:

6. Summarise this news story in 20 words or fewer.
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