
Year 5 and 6 Story writing

Your writing task this week is linked to the weekly topic of PHSCE (being an active

citizen). You will be given the opportunity to read a story with a strong moral of 

kindness and sharing, to inspire you to plan and write your own story with a moral!

Monday

Today, you will be revisiting learning on how to use ellipsis. Watch the clip on the 

following website and have a go at the short quiz to refresh your memories:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zpgjy4j

There is also a little bit more information on how to use ellipsis on this website 

too: https://www.twinkl.co.uk/teaching-wiki/ellipsis

I understand the different uses for ellipsis and can

write sentences including ellipsis
Have a go at the 15 minute challenge below, recording the work in your book. 

Tuesday
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Read the story The Power of Giving 
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Time to reflect

Have a think about your responses to the following questions and record your

responses in your book. 

A story with a moral is a story with a clear message. For example, ‘always

remember to tell the truth’ or ‘treat others as you would like to be treated’  

What do you think the message of this story is?

Did Shobei deserve the money? What makes you think this?

How would you describe Shobei? Why?

What have people thanked you for doing?

How can you thank people who are kind to you? 

Can you describe a time when someone has been kind to you? 
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Wednesday – Let’s look closely at how the story has been written

Look back at the story you read yesterday: The Power of Giving 

Have a go at answering some of the following questions to help you understand how

the story has been structured and written:

1. How does the story start in the first paragraph?

a) Main character is introduced 

b) Setting is described 

c) Speech 

2. What punctuation is used throughout the story? Tick all that is used. 

a) Inverted commas (speech marks)

b) commas

c) dashes 

d) ellipsis 

e) question marks and exclamation marks 

3. How has the writer ensured the story is engaging for its readers? Tick all 

features that have been included.

a) sentences open in different ways 

b) a range of punctuation has been used

c) descriptive vocabulary has been used 

d) pictures have been used to help tell the story 

e) a range of verbs are used to replace ‘said’ so that it is not repeated

4. How does the story end?

a) They all lived happily ever after

b) By explaining how the story started 

c) Shobei was very unhappy 

Do you notice anything else interesting about how the story is written?
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Thursday – let’s plan our own story with a message

First, think of an important message you might like to highlight in your story… You

might have a really good idea of your own you’d like to use, or you might like to

choose from one of these:

 The importance of taking responsibility for your own actions 

 Showing sympathy and understanding towards others

 Showing forgiveness 

 Always kind to others even when we find it tricky 

 Being a good friend 

My message ___________________________________________________

Now have a go at planning your story using the planning frame below to help you 

gather your ideas. You may like to plan in your book if you need more space  

Remember, this planning frame is just a guide- you may like to plan your ideas in a 

different way.

Beginning

What happens at the beginning?

Who is the main character or

characters?

Where is the story set?

Can you include any descriptive

vocabulary from the work bank to help

you describe the characters and

setting?

What events happen?

What events will begin to happen to

show the moral? Do they start by doing

the opposite? 
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Describe the events in more detail?

What do the characters do any why?

Can you describe how they are feeling

and why they are making certain

choices?

How will you show that the story is

coming to an end? Do the characters

start to realise the importance of

their actions? Does something happen

to show why your chosen moral is so

important?

Ending 

How does the story end?

Is there a twist?

Does it end happily?

Does it end by referring back to the

beginning like the example?

Can you spot anywhere within your plan where you may like to include a sentence

with ellipsis? Add it to your plan ready for writing your story tomorrow. 
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Friday – Story Writing 

It’s story writing time! Let’s have a go at using our plan to write the story!

Remember, to tick parts of your plan as you use them so that you don’t miss any

ideas. You may change your plan as you go as your ideas develop. 

TIPS: 

 Re-read the story example on pages 2-6 to give you some inspiration 

 Look back at pages 6 and 7 to remind yourself of how you might

structure your story 

 Have fun and play around with words and sentences until you’re happy

with your story!

 Always consider how you will make your story interesting for your

reader. 

We can’t wait to read them!  

Once you have finished, remember to check through your writing and make any 

changes needed to spelling, punctuation and vocabulary to ensure accuracy and to 

make sure it is engaging for your readers. Also, consider if any of it can be 

improved in any way….

 Is your moral clear? 

 Could you add a wider range of Punctuation?

 Could you include more ambitious vocabulary?

 Could you play around with sentence length to add variety?

 Could you include more descriptive vocabulary such as adjectives and 

adverbs?
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