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Dear Parents and Friends, 
 
Change is upon us at Moorside and it’s all very exciting! 
 
We are hoping that our 4 refurbished classrooms and outdoor areas will be ready by Friday this week, with 
the aim of preparing them for the children in Reception and Nursery, Years 1 and 2 for immediately after 
half term.  
 
The extension is coming along and will hopefully be finished in January… this is weather dependant.  With 
all the rain that we have had, the builders have done really well to try and maintain momentum!  The 
extension will include additional cloakroom facilities, a disabled toilet, a staff room and nurture room, as 
well as corridors to link us all together.  The existing staffroom will become 2 offices for Mrs Price and Mrs 
Pawley - as some of you are aware, we are all doing our best to share at the moment!  After half term, the 
Buddies club will then be back in the portacabin. 
 
Lots of super events are happening this week and we look forward to welcoming you... 
 
We have our Harvest Festival for Key Stage 1 on Wednesday morning at 9.15am.  Any donations of non-
perishable food such as tins of soup or pasta would be greatly appreciated to donate to our local food 
banks, which support families in our community.  Please send them to school with your child or hand them 
in to the school office on Wednesday.  
 
Our curriculum launch event is also on Wednesday at 3.30pm.  We have had some reply slips back.  If you 
would like to join us you are very welcome - it would help us to cater for numbers if you could return your 
reply slips.  It would just help to make our lessons most effective with the correct number of resources!  
  
Internet Safety continues to be a huge concern to us at Moorside, as some children in Key Stage 2, who are 
on social media, have accounts which are not private.  We cannot stress to you enough how important it is 
to monitor your child’s internet use, especially when members of the public can contact them.  An app 
called Tik Tok has been brought to our attention recently as a potential risk.  The age restriction is 13+.  As 
a school, we take bullying seriously and this includes cyber bullying.  Children are leaving themselves open 
to this by updating videos and photos of themselves into the public eye, particularly when they are in 
school uniform.  I cannot stress the importance of this enough and refer you to the home-school charter.... 
Area 1 - Our aim is to keep children safe and ensure that they are aware of danger, to ask for your 
support with this.  If you would like another copy of the home-school charter, we would be more than 
happy to provide one, if you contact Mrs Dunn at the school office.  Please see the attachment about Tik 
Tok to be mindful of the risks of you are allowing your child to use the app. 
 
We have seen a fall in attendance across some classes over the past couple of weeks.  We completely 

understand that your child might be unwell and need to recover.  If you are in doubt, please bring your 

child to school and we can monitor them throughout the day; some children do brighten up as the day 

goes on, and we are more than willing to contact you if we think that they need to come home and 

rest.  However, please remember that if your child has sickness or diarrhoea, then they must be off school 

for 48 hours after the last episode.  

 



As always, if you have any questions or queries regarding your child’s learning or well-being, please do 
contact their class teacher, Mrs Price or myself.  We will do our very best to help or direct you to the best 
person who can!  I look forward to welcoming you to our Harvest Festival or Curriculum event if you can 
make it!  
 
Have a super week everyone!  
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mrs Rowett 
Headteacher 
 

 
Remembrance Concert Reminder 
Each week, Mrs Kendrick, our music outreach worker joins us to sing with the children in Years 3 and 4. The 
Year 4 children have been invited to perform in a Remembrance Concert in Ripon Cathedral on the 7th 
November. A letter has been sent home with all the details, but if you have not returned the consent yet 
and your child can make it, we would really appreciate it if you could let us know so that we can confirm 
numbers. It will be a brilliant experience for them!  

 
FOMS  
The Friends of Moorside will be holding a meeting in the dining room tomorrow afternoon at 2.30pm – all 
welcome. 
 

Class Updates 
EYFS – Nursery are learning about Autumn this week.  We will go on an Autumn walk, and have a look at all 

the lovely conkers, acorns, leaves and anything else exciting that the children can find!  In Maths, we are 

doing lots of counting and ordering of numbers up to 10 and 20.  Our important words this week are; 

autumn, leaf, tree and how many. 

Year 1 - This week in Geography we are thinking about how different Kenya is to Ripon, we are linking our 

discussions to the book Handa's Surprise and our focus words will be 'compare', 'similarities' and 

'differences'.  In Maths, we are re-visiting addition and starting to introduce subtraction - with a focus on 

number bonds to 20; focus words 'increase' and 'decrease'.  In PSHCE we are focusing on emotions - being 

able to recognise them and deal with how they make us feel.  Phonics phonemes are - /oy/ boy, /ie/ pie, 

/ou/ about and /ea/ seat. 

Year 2 – We are very excited about our Harvest Festival on Wednesday morning and do hope you can join 

us in the hall at 9.15am.  The children have worked hard learning songs and words and they have created 

some wonderful art work to share with you.  This week in Literacy we are looking at statements and we will 

begin a new text called 'The Diary of a Killer Cat’.  The children will look at the character of Tuffy and create 

statements about him.  In Maths we are beginning our topic on addition and subtraction and will work on 

'fact families' using number lines to help us.  In Geography we are continuing to explore Kenya and this 

week we will be comparing a school near Nairobi with Moorside.  Our key, focus words this week will be 

'statements, altogether, take away, equals' and 'is the same as.'  We will also recap the names for the 

continents and the oceans of the world. 

Year 3 – This week in Year 3, we will be starting our stories after our inspirational talk by our new favourite 

authors Harry Heap and Nick East. In Maths, we are continuing adding numbers with up to 3 digits.  Forest 

Schools as normal on Friday morning.  Our Word Aware words this week will be: adding and exchange. 



Year 4 – In Year 4 this week, we are going to be writing about the rescue of Aouda in ‘Around the World in 
80 Days’.  This links well into Geography, where we will be creating fact files all about India, as this is where 
Phileas Fogg is up to in his journey.  In Maths, we will be learning all about Roman Numerals and 
understanding how to make numbers up to 100 using them.  We are also very much looking forward to Mr 
Moss coming in to complete some art with us this week as well!  Our Word Aware words this week are: 
numerals, noun phrases, population. 
 
Year 5 - We are looking forward to spending some time with Mr Moss this week doing Art linked to Black 
History Month.  We are rounding to the nearest 1000, 10 000 and 100 000 this week in Maths as well as 
continuing to improve our mental maths skills.  We are finishing our letter to Durham University and will be 
editing and improving it including some peer and self-assessment.  Our Word Aware words this week are: 
digit, evolution and city.  
 
Year 6 – This week, we will be continuing to read our class text 'Wonder', exploring characters' thoughts 

and emotions through their actions and speech.  We will be moving onto calculations in Maths, using our 

skills to calculate the cost our Year 6 leavers' hoodies to estimate how much money we will need to raise 

throughout the year.  We are looking forward to our art day with Mr Moss on Friday too.  Our Word Aware 

words this week are: clause, plan, multiply and evolution. 
 

Attendance   

To date:  

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

96.57           95.31 95.63 92.19 98.78 96.51 96.49 

 

Last week: 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

  96.19           95.83 94.44 91.67 99.09 98.57 98.67 

 

 

Diary Dates 

 
Wednesday 16th October KS1 Harvest Assembly - 9.15am 

Wednesday 16th October Curriculum Sharing Event 3.30pm-5.00pm 

Tuesday 22nd October Halloween Disco 

Friday 25th October Break-up for Half Term 

Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th 
November 

Training Days 

Tuesday 12th November Railway Museum visit – Years 1 & 2 

Tuesday 12th November  Royal Armouries visit – Years 3 & 4 

25th – 27th November East Barnby Residential – Year 6 

Friday 29th November Individual School Photographs 

Friday 20th December  Training Day 

 

  



 

 


