
Moorside Primary School KS1 Curriculum theme overview  

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Big Ideas 

& strands  

Journeys 

Comparisons – Similarities & differences 

Environment – Town, country & the world 

People – Me, my community & other 

cultures 

Aspiration – Where I have come from & 

where I am going to? 

Explorers 

Comparisons – Similarities & differences 

Environment – Town, country & the world 

People – Me, my community & other cultures 

Aspiration – Where I have come from & 

where I am going to? 

Victory 

Comparisons – similarities & differences 

Environment – Town, country & the world 

People – Me, my community & other 

cultures 

Aspiration – Where I have come from & 

where I am going to? 

PSHCE Me and My 

relationships 

Me and My future My Healthy 

Lifestyle 

Keeping Myself safe Becoming an active 

citizen 

 

Moving on 

RE Year 1 1.7 What does it 

mean to belong to a 

faith community? 

1.1 Who is a 

Christian and what 

do they believe? 

1.5 What makes some places sacred? 1.6 How and why do we celebrate special 

and sacred times? 

Year 2 1.4 How can we learn 

from sacred books? 

1.6 How and why do 

we celebrate 

special and sacred 

times? 

 

1.2 Who is a Muslim and what do they 

believe? 

1.3 Who is Jewish and what do they 

believe? 

1.8 How should we care for others and the 

world, and why does it matter? 

Science Living things and their habitats 

Seasonal changes 

 

 

Plants 

Animals including humans 

 

Everyday materials and their uses 

Seasonal changes 

 



Geography Locational knowledge  

• name and locate the world’s seven 

continents and five oceans 

 

Place knowledge 

• understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through studying the human and 

physical geography of a small area 

of the United Kingdom, and of a 

small area in a contrasting non-

European country 

 

• Geographical skills and fieldwork 

Locational knowledge  

• name, locate and identify 

characteristics of the four 

countries and capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and its surrounding 

seas 

 

Human and physical geography 

• Identify seasonal and daily weather 

patterns in the United Kingdom and 

the location of hot and cold areas of 

the world in relation to the Equator 

and the North and South Poles 

 

• Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 

Human and physical geography 

• key physical features, including: 

beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 

valley, vegetation, season and 

weather  

• key human features, including: city, 

town, village, factory, farm, house, 

office, port, harbour and shop 

 

• Geographical skills and fieldwork 

History • Events beyond living memory that 

are significant nationally or 

globally - for example the first 

aeroplane flight.  

 

• Events commemorated through 

festivals or anniversaries. 

• The lives of significant individuals in 

the past who have contributed to 

national and international 

achievements. Some should be used 

to compare aspects of life in 

different periods [Christopher 

Columbus and Neil Armstrong] 

• Changes within living memory. 

Reveal aspects of change in national 

life. 

 

• Significant historical events, people 

and places in their own locality. 

 

ICT Pupils should be taught to: 

• use technology purposefully to 

create, organise, store, 

manipulate and retrieve digital 

content  

Pupils should be taught to: 

• understand what algorithms are; 

how they are implemented as 

programs on digital devices; and 

that programs execute by following 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• create and debug simple programs  

• use logical reasoning to predict the 

behaviour of simple programs  
 



• recognise common uses of 

information technology beyond 

school 

• use technology safely and 

respectfully, keeping personal 

information private; identify 

where to go for help and support 

when they have concerns about 

content or contact on the 

internet or other online 

technologies 

precise and unambiguous 

instructions 

 

DT Through a variety of creative and 

practical activities, pupils should be 

taught the knowledge, understanding and 

skills needed to engage in an iterative 

process of designing and making. They 

should work in a range of relevant 

contexts [the local community, industry 

and the wider environment]. 

Design 

Make 

Evaluate 

Technical knowledge 

Use the basic principles of a healthy and 

varied diet to prepare dishes  

Understand where food comes from. 

Through a variety of creative and 

practical activities, pupils should be taught 

the knowledge, understanding and skills 

needed to engage in an iterative process 

of designing and making. They should work 

in a range of relevant contexts [the home 

and school, gardens and playgrounds]. 

Design 

Make 

Evaluate 

Technical knowledge 

PE Games 

Dance 

 

• Master basic movements including 

running, jumping, throwing and 

catching, as well as developing 

Gymnastics 

Athletics 

 

• Master basic movements including 

running, jumping, throwing and 

catching, as well as developing 

Athletics 

Games 

 

• master basic movements including 

running, jumping, throwing and 

catching, as well as developing 



balance, agility and co-ordination, 

and begin to apply these in a range 

of activities 

• participate in team games, 

developing simple tactics for 

attacking and defending 

• perform dances using simple 

movement patterns 

 

balance, agility and co-ordination, 

and begin to apply these in a range 

of activities 

 

balance, agility and co-ordination, 

and begin to apply these in a range 

of activities 

• participate in team games, 

developing simple tactics for 

attacking and defending 

 

Music • Use their voices expressively and 

creatively by singing songs and 

speaking chants and rhymes  

 

• Listen with concentration and 

understanding to a range of high-

quality live and recorded music  

• Play tuned and untuned instruments 

musically. 

 

• Listen with concentration and 

understanding to a range of high-

quality live and recorded music 

• Experiment with, create, select and 

combine sounds using the inter-

related dimensions of music. 

 

• Listen with concentration and 

understanding to a range of high-

quality live and recorded music 

Art Pupils should be taught: 

• to use a range of materials 

creatively to design and make 

products  

• to use drawing to develop and 

share their ideas, experiences and 

imagination  

• to develop a wide range of art and 

design techniques in using colour, 

pattern, texture, line, shape, form 

and space 

• about the work of a range of 

artists, craft makers and 

Pupils should be taught: 

• to use a range of materials 

creatively to design and make 

products  

• to use painting to develop and share 

their ideas, experiences and 

imagination  

• to develop a wide range of art and 

design techniques in using colour, 

pattern, texture, line, shape, form 

and space 

• about the work of a range of 

artists, craft makers and designers, 

Pupils should be taught: 

• to use a range of materials 

creatively to design and make 

products  

• to use sculpture to develop and 

share their ideas, experiences and 

imagination  

• to develop a wide range of art and 

design techniques in using colour, 

pattern, texture, line, shape, form 

and space 

• about the work of a range of 

artists, craft makers and 



 

designers, describing the 

differences and similarities 

between different practices and 

disciplines, and making links to 

their own work. 

describing the differences and 

similarities between different 

practices and disciplines, and 

making links to their own work. 

designers, describing the 

differences and similarities 

between different practices and 

disciplines, and making links to 

their own work. 

 


