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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Today was an exciting one at Moorside!  We had a visit from Val McIlone from Sainsbury’s. Sainsbury’s  
sponsored our school as part of their 150th birthday celebrations.  They donated some new books as well 
as £191.00 for new resources for reading.  We intend to spend the money on new dictionaries and 
thesauruses to support spelling and vocabulary. 
 
We officially had our new library opened by the Mayor of Harrogate, Councillor Stuart Martin, who was 
joined by our Friends of Moorside and Governors to share our success in creating a lovely reading 
environment for our children. Stuart also worked with our school litter pickers last term so it was lovely to 
welcome him to another event in school.  We also enjoyed opening our delivery of Usbourne books, which 
were funded through our sponsored read in April.... we have some lovely new stories for everyone to enjoy 
in our new library too! 
 
We had a super first full week back last week.  The children are beginning to settle really well into new 
classroom routines and are generally taking on new challenges across the curriculum with growing 
confidence.  Some children do have a bit of a wobble, especially when they are new to school, so if you 
have any concerns or need any help at all with morning routines to support them in coming into school 
positively, please contact Mrs Price. 
 
We have sent a lot of information out to you over the past two weeks: 
-The Home-school Charter 
-Learning Letters 
-Class Timetables 
-Homework Challenges and 
-Topic Mats 
 
The topic mats include key information to support your child at home.  They include key knowledge, new 
vocabulary and appropriate reading (texts) to really immerse them in their learning.  If you have any 
questions about any of the information shared, please let us know. 
 
We have a phonics, speech and language evening this Thursday (19th) for our EYFS parents and will be 
holding a new curriculum event week beginning 14th October (date and time to be confirmed) so that you 
can ask any questions about your child(ren’s) learning. 
 
Don’t wait until we have a specific event though - if we can help at all with any questions or queries to 
support your child in any way in school, please see their class teacher, Mrs Price or me! 
 
Have a super week everyone, 

 
Mrs Rowett 
Headteacher 
 
 
 



UCI Championships 
Just to echo last week’s message... if you will struggle to drop off/collect your child due to road closures on 
24.09.19.... school will be open for children from 8.30am, however they will not be recorded as being late if 
they arrive at 8.50am.  You can either collect your child at 1.15pm, usual time of closing at 3.15/3.20pm or 
we will look after them until 4.30pm when the road is open again.  If your child IS staying with us after 
1.15pm, please mention it to their class teacher or the school office, so that we can ensure we have 
suitable staffing in place. Some of our staff are parents and need to leave Ripon themselves before they 
get locked in with roads closing!!  We will be doing some fun activities on that day about cyclists and 
countries around the world! 
 

Reading Cafe 

Our first Reading Café of the school year, ‘Starbooks’, will be on 1st October at 3.15pm in the school hall.... I 
am sure the children would love to share our new library with you! 
 

Earrings 
If your child wears earrings for school, please ensure they are studs only and they can remove them by 
themselves for PE. This is in line with North Yorkshire guidelines to keep all children safe. PE is part of the 
National Curriculum and it is unacceptable to withdraw children from lessons unless they have an injury or 
a medical reason which means they cannot take part. 

 
Eco Update 
Litter Pick this Saturday 
Friends of Hell Wath have again been asked if our children and their families would like to take part in a 
litter pick.  It is this Saturday, 21st September. Please meet at 1.00pm at Hell Wath Football Pavilion.  You 
can stay as long as you like.  The Hell Wath volunteers will be there until 3.00pm. 
Battery and Pen Recycling 
This week will see the return of the GIANT battery to school. If you have any old batteries to recycle, please 
drop them off by the main school office.  Together with other schools in Ripon, we are working together to 
build on the success of a fantastic scheme to recycle pens.  Pen recycling pots will be in each classroom and 
the main collection box will also be in the entrance hall.  If you have any old pens at home, please bring 
them in too! 
 

Class Updates 
EYFS – Nursery and Reception are going to be exploring the story 'Goldilocks' this week.  Lots of 

opportunities for Makaton this week - apologies for no video being sent home, but rest assured we will be 

using lots of signs throughout the week!  We are still focusing on consolidating numbers to 10; focusing on 

reading, ordering and writing them.  Reception are going to be learning the next few sounds and having a 

go at a writing task with Mrs Jackson.  

It's the phonics and reading meeting on Thursday (19th) for all Nursery and Reception parents at 5pm, and 
Family Friday on the 20th – morning Nursery parents at 11.15am and Reception (and afternoon Nursery) at 
2.45pm - please join us if you can! 
 
Year 1 – This week our focus phonemes are 'ee', 'igh' and 'oo'.  The children have enjoyed listening for our 
focus phonemes this week - it would be lovely if they could listen out for these sounds at home too 
(perhaps you could play 'I hear with my little ear...').  Gruffalo Crumble will be on the menu this week; we 
will be baking it and writing instructions for the delicious dish!  We continue to focus on Growth Mindset 
and resilience in PSHCE, understanding that having a go and never giving up are really important to help 
our learning.  
 
 



Year 2 – In Literacy Year 2 are starting a new book called ‘Journey’ by Aaron Becker.  We will link this to our 
SPAG and identify lots of nouns, both common and proper.  We will write a character description of the girl 
and think about what magical journeys she could take.  Our Phonics will be based on the suffix ‘ing’ and 
identifying the different rules.  In Maths we will extend our place value work to look at the vocabulary of 
‘greater than’ and ‘less than’ and work on ordering 2 digit numbers and placing them on blank number 
lines. 
 
Year 3 – This week in Year 3, we are using adjectives to describe the main characters in our class text.  In 

Maths, we are continuing our place value topic by ordering and comparing numbers in sequences. It is 

Forest Schools as normal on Friday and PE on Wednesday.  In Science, we will be finding out why Orion is 

afraid of the dark and how this can be solved. 

Year 4 – This week in Year 4, we will be comparing Victorian London to the London of today, as this is 
where Phileas Fogg set off on his around the world adventure.  In Maths, we will be comparing 4 digit 
numbers and learning to round them.  In Literacy, we will be learning all about paragraphs and how to use 
them in our writing.  During Science we will read the story ‘Orion in the Dark’ and start learning all about 
light. 
 
Year 5 - In Year 5 this week, we are very excited about the official opening of the Library.  We are learning to 
compare and order numbers up to 1,000,000 in Maths including some decimals.  In Literacy we will be 
writing a balanced argument about the impact of the UCI Championships on Ripon residents. We will be 
locating continents and countries in Geography, we will be using google earth, atlases and a globe to help us.  
We will be learning about fossils in Science and why they are important in showing evolution.  
 
Year 6 – This week we will be exploring North America through a range of reading materials 

and developing our map reading skills. We will be using globes and atlases to locate the setting of our class 

text 'Wonder.' As we continue to read our class text, we will be developing our inference skills through 

exploration of the characters' actions and feelings. Through discussions about the UCI championship races 

in and around the local area, we will use our writing skills to draft a balanced argument.  

 

 

Attendance   

To date:  

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

99.63       98.70 95.49 98.70 98.30 92.86 95.00 

Last week: 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

100.00         98.75 96.11 98.33 97.73 94.29 95.33 

 

 

Diary Dates 
Wednesday 16th October KS1 Harvest Assembly - 9.15am 

Thursday 19th September EYFS Information Meeting for Parents at 5pm 

Tuesday 1st October Reading Café  

Friday 25th October Break-up for Half Term 
 

 


