
 
 

Welcome Back and Happy New Year 

 
We hope that you all had a lovely Christmas break.  It certainly was busy in the run up to 

Christmas and we hope that you had an enjoyable time with your families.  We would like to 

thank you all for your participation in the events running up to Christmas and thank you for 

your kind gifts and cards.  The KS1 team are looking forward to another busy, but exciting 

term at school.    

 

                                The School Day 

A reminder that school opens at 8.50am and lessons start promptly at 9am. Please ensure 

that your child is on time as early morning activities are part of the curriculum. Any 

arrivals after 9am disrupts lesson time and children will be marked down as late.  This 

allows time for your child’s class teacher to meet and greet them as part of their 

transition into school.  This is an important time for settling all children into school.  We 

would therefore ask that you handover your child at the gate prior to entering the school 

building.  A member of the KS1 team will be out on one of the gates should you have any 

urgent messages to pass onto any members of staff.  Alternatively, you could contact the 

school office if you would like to arrange a telephone conversation or appointment with 

your child’s class teacher.   

 

                   Reading 

We are really pleased with the popularity of our Reading Cafes and 

will continue these throughout the school year.  We hope that if you 

didn’t manage to attend last terms that you might be able to attend 

our next Reading Café on Tuesday 29th January. Studies show that 

reading for pleasure makes a big difference to children’s educational 

performance so in addition to our Reading Cafes we celebrate High 

Five Readers in school.  Last terms High Five Readers received a prize and a certificate in 

our end of term assembly.  The aim is to read at least 5 times a week and record this in 

your child’s reading record.  We hope that this will encourage wider reading and help to 

build good reading habits for our children. 

 

Homework 

Your child will receive a list of spellings to learn at home and at school. The children will 

have a weekly spelling test on words and rules that they have been learning and practicing 

daily. Please help your child to learn their spellings at home. They will continue to be 

allocated Maths tasks on Abacus linked to their learning-this will help them to practice 

their mental arithmetic.  Homework Challenges will also be sent home again this term.  

Completing homework tasks will help your child to consolidate their learning through a 

range of activities, and hopefully they will enjoy them too! 

 

Curriculum 

This half term we will be learning about Giants of the World, initially this will be inspired 

by the stories: The Smartest Giant in Town and Jack and the Beanstalk.  Our learning will  

 



 

 

then be shaped by non-fiction texts on plants and fictional Finn MacCool (the legend of the 

Giant’s Causeway). 

                 
Our topic web on the school website includes all the information about each subject and 

the activities that we will cover.   

 

Forest School 

Year 1 will have Forest School sessions every Wednesday until half term; please remember 

to send them with clothing for every weather eventuality - waterproofs, wellies and plenty 

of layers as it could be a bit chilly.   

After half term Year 2 will have Forest School sessions every week.  

 

Year 1 and 2 will have Dance on a Tuesday afternoon and PE with Sporting Influence on a 

Wednesday morning. Please make sure that your child has the correct PE kit in school 

available for these sessions – black or blue shorts with a white t-shirt. The children may 

also bring a dark coloured tracksuit to wear when the weather is cold. 

 

Attendance 

We aim to ensure excellent attendance as regular attendance and punctuality are essential 

components of a child’s education. In order to make the most of the learning opportunities 

provided within school, children need to have the continuity of provision which consistent 

attendance allows.  If your child is unable to attend school, please let us know as soon as 

possible.  It is very important that your child’s attendance does not fall below 96%.  There 

is evidence that progress is slowed when attendance is inconsistent. If your child is going 

to be absent from school for any length of time, their teacher will make arrangements to 

send work home.  

 

Marvellous Me 

We love to send messages to keep you updated about the great things your child does in 

school.  Please make sure that you are signed up to Marvellous Me and don’t forget to High 

5 us.  The children really like to see that their parents have received their Marvellous 

Me’s.  If you are struggling to access Marvellous Me, please contact the school office. 

 

We hope you find this information useful.  

Thank you very much for your continued support.  

The Year 1 & 2 Team 


