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Dear Parents/Carers 

Well….we had a super week last week, with visitors from Ripon City of Sanctuary for our refugee week 

sharing assembly and our Key Stage 1 singing group visited Ripon Cathedral to take part in a special 

‘thankfulness’ service. We received a lovely email from Yvonne Jeffries, our School of Sanctuary link saying: 

 ‘A huge thank you for all you have done and are doing towards becoming a School of Sanctuary. We had 

a truly tremendous time at your assembly, seeing the feeling put into the work and the range of work 

produced. The Paddington poster was awesome and all the thought behind it. 

 Your choir were a joy and example, so do pass on our deepest thanks. I was so thankful and proud (as I 

am sure you were) of them all for coming to the Cathedral to perform before so many.’ 

We certainly do feel proud of our children and the work that they did to show support and empathy 

towards those less fortunate than ourselves.  

This week we are thinking about safety in school and the NSPCC are joining us for a fundraising assembly 

today before the children take part in activities to help them to be safe in different situations, for example: 

crossing the road, stranger danger, water safety, first aid etc. We hope that they will share their learning 

with you at home too. 

We hold it as our absolute priority to help the children to be and feel safe and cared for at Moorside.  We 

have therefore recently updated our ‘Behaviour’ and ‘Anti Bullying’ policies on the school website. The Anti 

Bullying policy includes information about how we deal with name calling (language) and actions that 

define a prejudiced-based incident and we have sought advice and support through training with the Local 

Authority over the past term, to ensure that our policies and strategies are consistent with other schools in 

North Yorkshire. I have included information for how we address any prejudiced-based incidents later in 

the letter. It is a lengthy read, but hopefully useful and I would welcome any questions or comments about 

our systems if you have any concerns at all. 

Tomorrow is transition day, which is always VERY exciting for children and staff. We are pleased to be 

welcoming two new teachers to our team, Mr Greenway and Mrs Moss. I will be sending you letters 

tomorrow with information about which members of staff are teaching each year group. Mrs Goss will be 

focusing purely on Forest Schools next year and will be working for 1.5 days at Moorside as well as with 

other schools to share her fantastic expertise in this area. We feel really lucky to offer Forest Schools as 

part of our nurturing curriculum for all our children. 

I look forward to welcoming the parents and children in Year 2 to a transition meet and greet tomorrow, to 

be shown around the Junior building, after a short presentation and some refreshments in the Year 3 

classroom. I hope you received your letters on Friday with the details.  

Parent consultation timings will be available to sign up for this week, we will let you know when the 

booking system goes ‘live’ …..it’s the first time that we have held them during the Summer term, but it is a 

super opportunity to share your child’s end of year report with their teacher and look at their work too.  

Thank you for your continued support – it is really appreciated. Have a great week! 

Mrs Rowett 



Behaviour and Safety 

At Moorside Infant and Junior school, we promote a positive behaviour policy, through our school values: 

1. Be kind, 2. PRIDE (Presentation of ourselves and our work, Respect for others, Independence in our 

learning, Determination to succeed, Enthusiasm in all we do). 

When issues regarding name calling linked to age, disability, faith, gender identity/reassignment, marriage 

and civil partnership status, pregnancy and maternity status, race, gender or sexual orientation arise, we 

follow the following systems and strategies to support the children in making the right choices in future: 

 We provide time during the week for children to have ‘solution circles’ in groups or in class and the 

solutions will be revisited throughout the week.  

 Restorative practice is carried out, so that individual children feel supported as name calling of any 

nature is unacceptable.  

  Use of prejudiced language can be serious enough to be reported to the Local Authority. This 

includes any form of perceived racism or homophobia. 

 I have included an excerpt from the guidelines produced for all schools by North Yorkshire Local Authority:  

The definitions of a prejudiced based incident and a hate crime are as follows:  

• A prejudiced based incident is any incident which is perceived by the victim, or any other person, to be 

prejudiced towards an individual, due to one or more of their protected characteristics, which are age, 

disability, faith, gender identity/reassignment, marriage and civil partnership status, pregnancy and 

maternity status, race, gender or sexual orientation.  

• A Hate Crime is any crime that is motivated by hostility on the grounds of race, religion, sexual 

orientation, disability or transgender identity.  

There are three categories of hate crime in legislation:  

• Incitement to hatred offences on the grounds of race, religion or sexual orientation;  

• Specific racially and religiously motivated criminal offences (such as common assault); and  

• Provisions for enhanced sentencing where a crime is motivated by race, religion, sexual orientation, 

disability or transgender identity.  

Although this sort of crime is collectively known as 'Hate Crime' the offender doesn't have to go as far as 

being motivated by 'hate', they only have to exhibit 'hostility'. This can include name calling, physical 

abuse or damage to property.  

It is vital that parents and school work together to promote tolerance of one another and use a restorative 

approach to develop positive relationships. We need all our children to hear the same messages at home 

as at school. 

We have reviewed our letter to parents if we need to inform you of any behaviours linked to the above 

information, if we feel that language and actions are being used to victimise other children. Primarily, we 

are asking for your support in helping children to make better choices in future if any issues arise.   

Reading Café 

Due to our transition event for Year 2 children on Tuesday 26th June, and parent consultations next week, 

we will have our LAST reading café of the school year on Tuesday 10th July for Year 1 and Year 2. Who 

knows….if the weather is lovely, we might even be able to take our reading outside!?! Please do join us at 

3.15pm on 10th July to share some books and of course some refreshments! 



Friends of Moorside (FOMS) 

Our Friends of Moorside really are a fantastic group of volunteers, who have worked exceptionally hard to 

fundraise for our school. The money enables us to offer our children even better opportunities, resources 

and experiences for learning and without them, we would not have had: 

 Science boffins workshops 

 The gospel choir workshops 

 A new screen in our hall 

 Resources such as a fire pit and hammock for Forest Schools 

 Buses for school trips 

As well as all the fun events that they have organised to raise money which have enabled our children to 

have fun too, such as discos, sponsored bounces, cake bakes etc. 

There are not many of them though, and as you are aware, more hands make light work!! If you are 

tempted AT ALL to join the team next year, you can approach either Thea Tomkins (mum of Zak in Y1 and 

Max in Nursery), Lyndsay Campbell (mum of Lewis Y4 and Reuben in Y2), Debi Pickard (mum of Matthew 

Y2, Emily Y4 and Rebecca Y6), Rachel Blythe (mum of Edward in Nursery and Imogen Y5), Claire Gorman 

(mum of Jayden Y4, Dexter Y2 and Ashton in Reception) or Vicky Preston (mum of Adam in Y4 and Lucas 

and Jacob in Nursery). Alternatively, please give your name to Mrs Dunn in the school office, and they will 

let you know when they hold their next meeting. They really do make such a difference to our school and if 

you don’t have a lot of time and just want to help out with the odd event or come to a meeting with some 

ideas, they would really appreciate your support. Thank you! 

 Times Table Rockstars 

Year 2 - Matthew Pickard 
Year 3 - Andrew McCormack  
Year 4 - Thomas Dunning  
Year 5 - Larisa Shampeche 
Year 6 - Rebecca Pickard 
 

Class Updates 
 
Nursery – This week in Nursery we are looking at the story ‘The Rainbow Fish’ and thinking about how the 
fish feels at different points in the story.  We are also going to be thinking about other people’s feelings 
and the impact our actions have on others.  In Numeracy, we are exploring weight and comparing objects 
to find the heaviest and lightest using bucket scales to compare.  The older children in Nursery are also 
getting excited about transition day and going to explore their new classroom and meet the new teachers. 
 
Reception – This week in Reception we are beginning our Spark of 'Water'. The children have already told 
us lot's about where we see water and what we use it for. We will be using the story of 'Tiddler' and the 
children will be writing 'help' messages.  In Maths this week we are learning how to double a number in 
lots of different and practical ways.  
 
Year 1 – This week Year 1 will be revising what we already know about fractions halving and 
quartering.  We will be using fractions in lots of different measurements. We are all looking forward to 
transition day on Tuesday morning and are getting excited about being in a new class.  In Literacy we will 
be looking at the toys that Victorian children had and comparing them to the toys and technology we have 
now.  In R.E. this week we will be writing the story of Noah and his Ark from the Old Testament. 
 



Year 2 – This week we are very excited about becoming Year 3’s on Tuesday morning.  We will be able to 
'show off' all the skills we have learnt in Year 2.  In Maths this week we will continue to investigate 
different amounts of money and use this to solve problems. We will also be looking for patterns on the 
hundred square which will help us with our mental Maths.  We will link our Literacy to our Victorian topic 
this week by investigating how toys have changed. We will look at a Victorian toy and write an advert or a 
set of instructions for how to play with it.  In Forest School on Wednesday with Mrs Goss we will 
investigate different microhabitats and identify the food source, water source, shelter and protection. 
 
Year 3 – This week in Year 3, we will continue looking at contractions in our writing, to make sure we are 
using them correctly.  In Maths, we will be recapping the bus stop method for division and alongside all of 
this, we will be learning the songs for the end of term production! 
 
Year 4 - This week in Year 4 is assessment week! We will be assessing the children's knowledge across the 

curriculum.  Swimming is as normal on Wednesday morning.  During the week, the children will take part in 

activities that focus on safety.  Our topics are: Water Safety and Fire Safety.  This links in perfectly with 

Forest Schools.  We are coming to an exciting climax in our class text.  So many questions remain 

unanswered!  The children will have writing opportunities this week to create a newspaper article.  

Year 5 - In Topic we are focusing on how the Victorians spent their leisure time and what they did for 

entertainment.  In Maths, we will be continuing drawing and measuring angles on a line and around a 

point as well as solving problems involving converting between units of measure.  In Literacy we will be 

continuing with our class read 'Street Child’ and editing and improving our story based on the video.  

Year 6 - We have lots of Peter Pan rehearsals scheduled in for next week as the Year 6's final performance 
quickly approaches. We have our exciting Year 6 leavers' trip to Newcastle and Sunderland to look forward 
to on Thursday too. In preparation for this, and as part of Safety day today, we have been discussing and 
agreeing rules for the trip to make sure we all have a safe and happy experience.  We will also be visiting 
Ripon Grammar again on Wednesday for the second part of their secondary science lesson with Mr Barker 
- the children had a great time last week and are really looking forward to their next visit.  
 

Attendance   

 
To date: 

 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

95.71 94.29 96.65 95.72 95.33 96.69 91.56 

 

Last week: 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

90.48 94.35 96.80 96.96 96.64 94.80 84.62 

 

Diary Dates 

 
Tuesday 26th  June Whole school transition day and Year 2 parents to view the Junior 

school 2pm-3pm and 3.30pm-4.30pm 

Thursday 28th June Year 6 Visit to Newcastle/Sunderland 

Week beginning 2nd July Parent Consultation week 

4th/5th July Year 6 Bikeability – Group 2  

Tuesday 10th July Junior School Performance 1 Peter Pan 1.30pm 

Wednesday 11th July Junior School Performance 2 Peter Pan 1.30pm 



Friday 13th July  EYFS Sport Day – 10.45am and 2.30pm 

Monday 16th July Reports to Parents 

Monday 16th July Strawberry Fair 2.30pm 

Tuesday 17th July FOMS Summer Disco – Nursery/Infants 4.15 – 5.45pm 
                                          Juniors 6.00 – 7.15pm 

Wednesday 18th July Sports Day - KS1 9.15am and KS2 1.30pm 

Friday 20th July Leavers Assembly 
 


