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Moorside Junior is a small school in Ripon. 17.4% of pupils are from a 

disadvantaged background.  

 

Attainment for disadvantaged pupils is on a trajectory of improvement, 

alongside successfully tackling some challenging behaviour that was previously 

present in the school. 

 

Barriers to learning 

 

1. The school has a good understanding of the barriers to learning that 

disadvantaged pupils face. Information about how pupils are receiving 

additional support and the challenges they face is effectively shared 

within school. However, pupil premium strategies can sometimes get off 

to a slow start because information about how children have been 

supported in Key Stage 1 has not been accessible from the local infant 

school.  

 

2. Tackling this is a critical priority ahead to ensure disadvantaged pupils do 

even better. It is vital that all adults (within Moorside Junior and in 

partner schools) work closely together, sharing information / data so 

future decisions about the support for pupils is evidence informed. 

 

Action Planning 

 

3. The school’s action plan is comprehensive and well planned. In a number 

of cases, the success criteria and milestones in the action plan need to 

link to the priority more closely e.g. ‘staff to understand and embed a 

growth mind-set culture’. Whilst doing this successfully should link to 

achievement in overarching success criteria, there are clearer milestones 

to be used to check whether growth mind-set has successfully been 

embedded.  

 

4. Developing a growth mind-set should apply to higher prior attainers as 

well as others. The implementation of this approach needs to be 

consistent, sustained and subject to frequent CPD and internal quality 

assurance to impact on learners.    

 



5. Similarly, with the priority for teacher to teacher development, there is a 

need to clearly link the success criteria and milestones to the actual 

priority. Without this, it is difficulty to evaluate whether the priority has 

impacted on achievement. 

 

6. Due to the comprehensive nature of the plan, progress could benefit 

from a detailed external review from an appropriate colleague as part of 

monitoring.   

 

Pupil Premium 

 

7. The school’s use of the pupil premium is well planned, is largely 

evidence based and fits with the needs of the disadvantaged pupils at 

Moorside Junior School.  

 

8. The behaviour and pastoral work has been critical to ensuring a much 

improved learning environment and is focussed on need. Again, building 

a better understanding of pupil experiences in Key Stage 1 will support 

this role. 

 

9. The smaller class size approach in year 6 should be closely monitored 

and evaluated, with absolutely clarity over the expected impact on 

disadvantage pupils in year six. The risk with smaller class approach is 

that is becomes ‘normalised’ and pupils do not get any additional and 

extra as a result.  

 

10. By being specific about the planned benefits of this approach enables 

the SLT to hold itself to account and consider whether the approach 

should continue or be reconsidered.  

 

11. Due to the limited funds available to the school, it is crucial that 

focussed, frequent monitoring and evaluation takes place on all pupil 

premium funded activity. 

 

Maximising Teaching Assistants 

 

12. The school has invested in the University College London Institute of 

Education programme ‘Maximising the Impact of Teaching Assistants’. 

This long term strategy involves a fundamental shift in the way TAs are 

led, deployed and work with learners. It underpins the new EEF research 



on ‘Making the Best Use of Teaching Assistants’. It is highly commended 

as an approach to ensure the most vulnerable learners are working with 

the best qualified staff.   

 

Subject Specialisms 

 

13. The school has invested in subject specialists to improve the breadth 

and depth of the curriculum. During the visit we observed some high 

quality art in action, critical to building pupil’s cultural capital.  

 

Marc Rowland, May 2016  

 

 


